EURO OUI TO FNAL FOUR 


clear shift of power is continuing 
A: European football highlighted 
Jby the absence of a traditional 
super-power in the semi-finals at the 
European Championships in Portugal. 

Hosts Portugal, perennial underachiev- 
ers The Netherlands, the impressive and 
undefeated Czech Republic and tourna- 
meat surprise package Greece are just two 
wins away from European glory. 

Tn the first semi-final, Portugal will 
face The Netherlands at Lisbon’s Jose 
Alvalade Stadium on Thursday (AET) 
while Greece will have nothing to lose at 
they tackle the red hot Czechs at Dragao 
Stadium in Porto on Friday (AET), 

The hosts have the hopes of a nation on 
their shoulders while The Netherlands aim 
to make the Euro final for the first time 
since winning the title in 1988, 

The Dutch have renewed confidence 
after breaking their hoodoo of going out of 
the last three Euro campaigns on penalties, 
as well as the World Cup in 1998, follow- 
ing their 5-4 shoot-out win over Sweden 
in their quarter-final. 

Portugal on the other kand has a psy- 
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chological edge over their opponents, hay- 
ing won four and lost just once (1991) to 
the Dutch in their eight previous meetings. 

Deadly Dutch striker Ruud van 
Nistelrooy has four goals from as many 
games and the Portuguese back line, led 
by central defender Jorge Andrade, will 
have their hands full. 

Andrarde and Nuno Gomes suffered 
ankle injuries im the win against England 
but both are expected to play in Lisbon. 

Andrade understands the enormity of 
marking Van Nistelrooy but is well aware 
of having to play as a team to break down 
the Dutch. 

“Tt won't be a clash between me and 
‘Van Nistelrooy, but between Portugal and 
Holland, so we have to play as a strong 
anit to nullify our opponents’ strengths,” 
he said. 

The Dutch have an injury concem of 
their own, captain Frank De Boer set to 
miss the semi afier limping off in the win 
over Sweden. 

Tn Porto, Greece will once again be 
underdogs but are starting to believe they 
belong in the top tier of European nations, 


having lost just three times in theirlast 22 
matches, 

With no outstanding individual players, 
coach Otto Rehhagel has no doubts about 
the main factor behind his side’s success. 

“Above all is the team, nothing comes 
above the team, this is the first mle” a 
beaming Rehhagel said after Greece pro- 
Bressed to their first major tourmament 
semi-final with a 1-0 win over Frarce. 

‘There are concerns over the fitness of 
midfielder Stelios Giannakopoulos, who 
sat out the win over the defending cham- 
pions with a pulled leg muscle. 

The Czzchs have not lost a gume at 
Euro 2004, and can claim the best attack 
with 10 goals in four matches. 

Milan Baros, who scored a double in 
the win over Denmark, is the toumament’s 
top scorer with five. He has 21 goals in 29 
matches and eight in his last six. 

Greece’s Stelios Giannakopoulos is 
well aware that despite going in rank out- 
siders, the result and make-up of next 
Mond: snot pre-determined 

“All four teams in the semis will have 
an equal chance. Anything can happen.” 
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GST INCLUSIVE 


ILIJA STRIKES GOLD 


LIJA PRENZOSKI, 
| es Blue 

Devils’ 25-year-old 
newly created ace-striker, 
last Friday evening 
scored the ‘Golden goal’ 
of his fife when declared 
the winmer of Soccer 
NSW's prestigious Gold 
Medal Award in the 
Premier League. 

At a lavish dinner func- 
tion attended by well over 
600 guests staged by 
Soccer NSW at the plush 
Le Montage Reception 
Lounge at Leichhardt, the 
phlegmatic — Prenzoski 
seemed overwhelmed by 
his magnificent achieve- 
ment instriking gold, 

“Tt’s just so very, very 
nice to receive this wonder- 
ful Gold Medal Award,” he 
sstated to ABSW. 


Bat 


Full report and colour spread pages 12 & 13 


For years a consistent, 
industrious attacking mid- 
fielder, Ilija was at the start 
of this season upgraded 
into. the strike-line by 
Belconnen’s coach Chris 
‘Tanzey. 

‘And what a capital idea 
this investment proved. 
Prenzoski, relishing his 
new role as a marksman, 
proceeded to yield imme- 
diate dividends for the 
Devils by rattling up no 
less than 18 goals. 

‘This was a remarkable 
achievement for _ this 
“novice striker” 
as Prenzoski’s 18 goals fell 
just one short of equalling 
the NSW Premier League’s 
‘Golden Boot’ winner, the 
experienced Matthew Borg 
from Bankstown Lions, 

Having made his debut 
in the senior ranks with the 
Canberra Cosmos six years 


ago. now training by night 
with the Belconnen: Blue 
Devils and working by day 
as a ‘Water-proofing’ tech- 
nician, Ilija'has 2 very 
ple philosophy im his life. 
“AIL I want in life is to 
be healthy and happy with 
my student» girlfriend 
Anastasia Comninos, do 
well with my current Club 
and to progress as far as T 
can goin’ Soccer” 
Meanwhile prior to Ilija 
striking his Gold Medal 
award, the Belconnen Blue 
Devils snared another 
major award for the night, 
Belconnen’s head coach 
Chris Tanzey was declared 
the winner of the *Coach 
Of The Year’ trophy, 
Tanzey however was not 
in attendance on this glit- 
tering evening as he was in 
England on holidays, 
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ustralia international 
Stan Lazandis wants a 
“double-your-money’ 


offer from Birmingham City to 
stay at St Andrews. 

Lazaridis’ current deal 
expires in December and he is 
being chased by Southampton, 
Everton and Fulham during the 
summer market. 

The player’s agent, John 
Viola, said: “Steve’s told us that 
he’s keen to get things sorted 
‘out and we'll be meeting him 
over the next few days. 

“Obyiously it’s important to 
the player that he gets some- 
thing thrashed out quickly so 
that he can focus on the new 
‘season free of any worries.” 

Lazaridis is believed to be 
making around £6,000 a week 
and he will hope to see that 
doubled. 


RK RK 


mpoli midfielder Vince 
E= has stated that he 

‘would fancy a move to 
Parma. 

‘The Australia international is 
off contract and wants to stay in 
the Serie A next season, 

Grelia’s former Empoli train- 
er Silvio Baldini has just been 
appointed new coach at Parma, 
where close pal Marco 
Bresciano is also on the books. 

‘Empoli midfielder Grella has 
‘openly declared he’d welcome 
the opportunity to play again 
with his ex-clubmate Bresciano 
at Parma. 

With Baldini’s appointment 
at the club, Bresciano will stay 
at the side and stay out his two 
seasons with the club. 

English Premier League side 
Blackburn Rovers were report- 
edly keen on chasing Grella’s 
signature but Vince’s heart is 
keen on staying on in the Italian 
Serie A. 


kek KK 


fhariton Athletic are on 

the verge of signing 

‘Millwall midfielder Tim 
Cahill. 

The Sunday Mirror says 
Charlton's big £4 million offer 
for the Australia international is 
too good to refuse for Millwall, 
where Cahill is now inside the 
final year of his current contract, 

Addicks boss Alan 


Curbishley sees Cahill, 25, as 
the ideal successor to Scott 
Parker, who joined Chelsea in 
January. 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


‘The Australian midfielder has 
had a memorable season with 
Millwall making this year’s FA 
Cup final and played an instru- 
mental role in Ray Wilkins’ rise 
to fame with his squad. 

Having benefited from play- 
ing with the likes of former 
English star Dennis Wise, Cahill 
is more than ready to tackle the 
English Premier League. 

Atthe moment, Cahill will be 
the face of the Olyroo side as 
one of three over-age players set 
to represent Australia at this 
year’s Olympic Games in 
Athens. 


week 


ussie tennis star Mark 

Philippoussis has 

revealed how Leeds 
striker Mark Viduka broke his 
finger during football practice 
when the pair were teenagers at 
the AIS. 

Philippoussis told the Sunday 
Mirror. “I'd finished some prac- 
tice and saw a few of the boys 
having a game of soccer on a 
nearby pitch and went over and 
joined in. 

“{ got stuck in goal, probably 
because of my size, and it was 
going OK until Mark met this 
volley full on. 

Instinctively I shoved out a 
hand and got a touch to it but the 
ball flew into the net and I felt 
the pain. 

“Yeah, Mark’s got a hard shot 
on him all right. I was in a spot 
of bother over that one and have 
never played soccer since.” 

Speaking on the Viduka 
issue, Middlesbrough have 
reportedly won the race in siga- 
ing the V-Bomber who hopes to 
keep his scoring record in tact in 
next year’s English Premier 
League. 


Si ah weed 


erugia goalkeeper Zeljko 
Kalac is being linked with 
Reggina. 

New Reggina trainer Carlo 
Mazzone is considering Kalac 
after missing out on Portuguese 
goalkeeper Nelson. 

Also on Mazzone’s shortlist 
is former Arsenal goalkeeper 
‘Alex Manninger, who is cur- 
tently with Bologna. 

Greek giants Panathinaikos 
are also chasing the signature of 
‘Spider’ Kalac after losing 
Antonis Nikopolidis to rivals 
Olympiakos for next season. 

Kalac played in Perugia’s 
final two matches over the sea- 
son as they were snuffed out by 
Fiorentina in the promotion- 
relegation battle that has seen 
Sergio Cosmi’s side fall into the 
Serie B. 


eee 


earts defender Patrick 
Kisnorbo. has allayed 
supporter fears that he 


could miss the bulk of preseason 
with a long-standing groin 
injury. 

‘The Australia international 
has been forced to pull out of a 
national U23 tour to 
‘Switzerland on medical advice, 
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but will be fit enough to join 
Hearts’ preseason program only 
a week late. 

“T know there’s been some 
reports in Scotland saying I'll be 
missing preseason,” Kisnorbo 
told tribalfootball.com. 

“But I should be okay. 
“Hearts have allowed me to take 
the first week off so I can have a 
decent break after playing for 
Australia over the past six 
weeks, 

“Tt was actually the Aussie 
medical team, Les Gallis and 
Andrew Powlett, that wamed 
me | was overdoing things and 
risking a major breakdown if I 
kept playing. That would have 
been a nightmare, not just at 
Hearts, but also with the 
Olympics coming up in August. 

“So Hearts have given me a 
good four-to-five weeks off to 
recover from my first full sea- 
son and I'll be going back to 
Edinburgh to hook up with 
everyone-a week into the pre- 
season. 

“Ym really looking forward 
to getting back to Tynecastle, 
T've seen we've already signed a 
couple of new players and it 
sounds like everything has been 
very positive.” 

On his experience with 
Australia, Kisnorbo added, “It 
‘was good to get back into the 
Australia squad and brilliant 
training and playing with lads 
like Marco Bresciano and Vince 
Grella - it was an excellent 
experience for me. 


Andrew Durante put pen 
to paper on a deal with 
S-League club Balestier 
Khalsa. 


“{ was feeling the injury 
beginning to flare up late on 
with Australia, it was a wee it of 
a concern, But after talking it 
over with the guys from 
‘Australia and also the coaching 
staff at Hearts, I’m confident if 
follow their instructions then I'll 
be 100 per cent for preseason at 
Tynecastle,” 

Kisnorbo did end his OFC 
tournanient on a sour note 
though after being sent-off in 
the final game of the series. 

His sending off also sparked 
fierce words from Socceroo 
keeper Zeljko Kalac who lashed 
out at the youngsters of the 
squad stating that they need to 
pick their acts up when repre- 
senting their nation. 

kk aR 


lormer Australia interna- 
F= Milan Blagojevic is 

chasing a contract pay-out 
from former club, Geylang 
United. 

Geylang chose to terminate 
Blagojevie’s contract in May 
after he sustained an injury in 
training, but the 35 year-old is 
seeking compensation to the 
tune of $100,000, 

Speaking to TODAY, the 
chief executive of the Australian 
PFA, Rob Anderson said: 
“Please note that Milan 
Blagojevic is a member of the 
Australian PFA and we are 
aware of issues associated with 
his contract with Geylang 
United and the concems regard- 
ing the termination of his con- 
tract due to injury. 

“We are unable to divulge 
specifics of player cases as it 
would bein breach of our privi- 
lege obligations to our mem- 
bers. 

“But if we form a view that 
any club have failed to honour 
their contractual obligations to a 
player who isa member of ours, 
we will certainly exhaust every 
avenue open to the player to 
have his rights protected.” 

But Geylang United general 
manager Ong Yeok Phee 
believes that the club haye not 
contravened any contractual 
obligations, 

He said: “When he signed 
with us, he was aware of the 
clause in the contract, which 
gives the club the right to termi- 
nate him due to injury or poor 
performance with up to two 
months compensation. 

“Tf he did not agree with the 
clause, he could have requested 
for it to be removed.” 


week 


5 stated exclusively in 

ABSW last week, 

ustralia’s rising star 

Alex Brosque is all but set to 

sign a lucrative five-year deal 
with Dutch giants Feyenoord. 

Currently on a two-week 
training camp with the Olyroos, 
Brosque will duck out to 
Holland and complete the. deal. 

Brosque will then join 
Feyenoord’s Belgium sister club 
Westerioo and play in the first 
division there until the Dutch 
side believe the youngster is 
ready for the big time. 

Keep your eyes out on this 
exciting talent as Brosque is set 
to leave a name in Europe with 
his dazzling skills and his abili- 
ty to run at players with ease. 


kk R 


jormer Socvervo skipper 

Paul Okon this week 

ended speculation that he 
was to retire from football after 
stating that he will play with 
newly promoted KV Oostende 
in Belgium’s First Division next 
season. 

‘Okon was to hang the boots 
up after a frustrating last few 
years of football but has decid- 
ing against it now that his side 
has grabbed a spot in Belgium’s 
elite league. 

‘Had Okon ended his career in 


Europe, Paul was on a number 
of Australian Premier League 
club’s shopping lists as being a 
‘main target for their respective 
squads. 

kkk 


fhe Singapore League last 

T= announced a few 

key Australian signing’s 

to their list of squads as-the S- 

‘League mid season transfer win- 

dow continues to gain new stars 
from the 14th June - 13th July. 


club Panathinaikos after 
Perugia were relegated to 
the Serle B last week, 


Balestier Khalsa have signed 
former Parramatta Power 
defender Andrew Durante for 
the remainder, of the season. 

‘The 22-year-old, who had his 
NSL season cut short last year 
due to a horrific broken leg in 
the early stages of the competi- 
tion will be using Balestier as a 
springboard in getting back to 
full match fitness for the APL. 
where it is rumoured a few clubs 
have been alerted to his avail- 
ability. 

Geylang United last week 
signed former Northem Spirit 
Scottish import Stewart Petrie 
for the rest of the year. 

Petrie will be joining former 
team-mate Wayne O’ Sullivan at 
the squad, 

Finally, the Singapore Armed 
Forces finally completed the 
deal that has seen former 
Parramatta Power's German 
import Andre Gumprecht sign 
for the club. 

Known as being one of 
‘Australia's most exciting and 
talented prospects ever to hit the 
NSL, Gumprecht will certainly 
be a player to watch out for in 
the S-League, 

Meanwhile, former Sydney 
Olympic Assistant Coach Steve 
Darby continues to impress as 
manager of Home United as his 
side currently sit one point away 
from top spot. 

News in brief on the Ante 
Milicic scoring spree in the 
Malaysian Super League, Ante 
hhas hit ten goals for his side 
Pahang putting him amongst the 
top scorers in Malaysia. 


ABSW (®) 


SOCCEROOS SET FOR TRI-NATIONS 


alksare underway to The proposed toumament Oceania nations. an Asian nation since failing to finish in the top 
organise an annual would provide a major step Relations between February 1998, when Japan two of the recent Nations 
tri-nations series for Oceania into the lucrative Australia and their neigh- and South Korea played the Cup in Adelaide, 

involving geographical and competitive Asian bours from Asian have been Socceroos within the space The All Whites head 

rivals Australia, New Football Confederation frosty of late. Australia’s last of four days. coaching role is vacant fol- 

Zealand and South Korea. (AFC). match against a team from Soccer New Zealand has lowing the dismissal of Mick 

New Zealand Soccer chief South Korea were semi- the AFC was the 2001 AFC- also announced a raft of — Waite. The new position will 
executive Bill MacGowan finalists in the last World OFC Challenge Cup loss to changes following the team’s now become a full-time job, 
revealed tentative plans to Cup and will be welcomedas Japan in Shizuoka. embarrassing elimination _ with the added responsibility 
organise the tournament, a regular opponent by both Australia has not hosted from the World Cup after of the men’s Olympic team. 
which would work on a 
fone a ares as Victorian Soccer Federation 
to the one used in Rugby 
Union involving southem 
hemisphere combatants 
Australia, New Zealand and 
L p = South Africa. 

South Korea’s Song Chong Gug (left) heads the It is unlikely the series 
ball over Australia’s Marco Bresclano in the 2001 _will be played this year, but 
Confederations Cup, the last meeting between the it's hoped the tri-series 

countries. would commence in 2005. 


VSF ACADEMY PROGRAM 


The Victorian Soccer Federation is the governing body for soccer in Victoria. We are committed to 
providing a quality service to the broad community with integrity and professional excellence. 
Through open communications and a dedication to equal opportunity, our vision is to be the most 
outstanding sporting body in Australia, leading to success in the world game. ee 
By Wesley Tang 1 November 2004 will see the VSF launch the new and exciting VSF Academy Program throughout 
Victoria to cater for elite development in boys and girls aged 11 to 16 years. The program sees the 
cording to the BBC, State of Victoria divided into ten metropolitan areas and six country areas, with specific development 
Australia and [J programs designed to target the following age groups: boys under 11’s, 12’s, 13's, 14's, 15's & 16's 
attacking and girls under 12's, 14’s and 16's. 
midfielder Harry Kewell J The program will revolutionise the existing process we have in place and will take a holistic approach 
has launched legal action J to coaching and developing our talented players throughout Victoria. The program will be a combi- 
against Gary Lineker oyer J nation of best practices throughout the world and our very own regional centers of excellence and 
comments made by the for- Talent ID activities of the past decade. 


mer England star almost a We require suitably qualified and experienced individuals with the highest quality coaching and com- 


Kewell to 


for boys and girts. 


Ooi te wade Ey ate cecied been unica im sue Lineker 


year ago. munication skills for the following positions: 
Lineker criticised aspects 
of Kewell's cut-price transfer @ Head Coach 
WIN IT LIKE BECKHAM! | {otrou in tis siasy Sac: 
Tidy Sp chon oti . Lael i mp os) : Assietatt Coach 
felegraph column last July. feam Manager 
Coaches direct shoe a Mees ites eel coaches ‘The paper has expressed @ Physiotherapists / Sports trainers 
i surprise at Kewell's action 
eel, areca cones Si Berecle against the paper and Lineker. Australian Soccer Association Accreditation is essential for all Coaching positions. 
Clinics from 9am to ‘pm & 2pm to 6pm ioc obo “a ; : 
T-Shirts, Caps, Drinks Bottles, Boot Bag, Certificate months ago and the paper Position outlines and further information on the new structure can be found on our 
allincluded in price claims that Lineker is entitled website www.soccervictoria.org.au 
4.105 years $60 - 6 to 16 years $120 ‘o his opinion. = 
For booking call Chris on 0419 483 970 or e-mail us on Kewell’s move to Please forward your application marked ‘Private and Confidential’ by 
cpk3c@optusnet.com.au Liverpool was surrounded by Friday 9 July — Head Coach Only 
controversy, with Leeds Friday 23 July — All other positions 
in it like Graeme Smith from Bossley Park who|§ claiming they only received 
is off to the UK £3m of the £5m_ Liverpool Attn: The Recruitment Officer 
paid. Email: recruit@soccervictorla.org.au 
To compete in the world skills test No action was taken by Fax: 03 9682 9650 


www.bobbycharltonsoccerschools.com FIFA after studying the move. 


PORTUGAL v NETHERLANDS 
WEDNESDAY 30 JUNE 


GREECE v CZECH REPUBLIC 
THURSDAY 1 JULY 


HALFTIME/FULLTIME DOUBLE CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL 
1ST GOALSCORER SUNDAY 4 JULY 


SEMI FINAL DOUBLE ‘TAB Sportshet 133 390 


For all up to date odds visit www.tabsportsbet.com.au 
‘Al retums shown are for $4. Miu Bet $5, etna in, Being cases the commencement ofan event, No refunds, This information, prowed for resents of Vir, Qld NT, WA SA, Tas and the ACT. gating becomes robe, crtct Gable’ Help on 1800258 788, 
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AC eee GREENS MP CRITICAL 
FOR BLUES BOARD 


a name 
change and 
lecades of suc- 
cess in the National 
Soccer League, Sydney 
Olympic is headed 
back to the NSW 
Premier League. 

The birth of Olympic 
in 1958, then known 
as Pan-Hellenic Soccer 
Club, and subsequent 
admission to the New 
South Wales First 
Division competition 
was the stepping stone 
to the club's rise 


1) What is your current 
role with Sydney Olympic 
and how long have you been 
involved with the cul? 

My current role is the 
Secretary of the board. I’ve 
been supporting the club 
since I can remember. My 
love and passion for Sydney 
Olympic drove me to join 
the Supporters Club in 1998. 

I was President of the 
Supporters Club for the last 
four seasons. | felt it was a 
good time to help the club 
even more and have input 
into its future direction 
which is why I took up a 
position on the board. 


2) What are the club’s 
aims for this season? 

Our aim is consolidation. 
We have some breathing 
space to get a lot of things in 
order. Playing in the NSL. 
has always placed huge 
demands on our club so this 
year we feel if we can set a 
00d platform then the club 
will have good founcations 
for many years to come. On 
the field, we will be looking 
to have a competitive team. 


3) Did the club consider 
bidding for an APL spot, 
why wasn’t it pursued? 

‘The club did consider the 
APL and hence had a meet- 
ing with its members. 
Due to the extreme demands 
for exception to the APL and 
the uncertainty surrounding 
it, the members unanimously 
elected to play in the NSW 
Premier League. 


4) What's the club’s 
thoughts on the revamped 
NSW Premier League? 

Sydney Olympic is very 
positive that the revamped 
NSW Premier Eéague will 
be a success. The inclusion 
of former NSL teams will set 
up many interesting clashes 
as well as reviving some past 
rival ‘There will always 
be visiting supporters at each 
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through the ranks 
before its crowning 
glory when it won the 
first of two NSL titles 
in 1990. 

However with the 
winds of change bring- 
ing about sweeping 
change in Australian 
Soccer, Olympic has 
decided to return to it’s 
roots in the state’s pre- 
mier league. 


game and it will also be the 
highest level competition at 
the time, so we should see a 
boost in attendances. 


5) Any personnel targets 
for the new season? 

At this stage we are still 
trying to develop a workable 
budget. The players and 
coach we will look at will 
have a direct impact to our 
budget so we will puta lot of 
thought into it before making 
‘our choices. 

Of course, we would like 
to be competitive and there- 
fore we'll try and entice 
some more experienced 
players to form the core of 
which we can build on. 


Nick Kambounias Is 
one of many new faces 
on the Olympic board. 


6) The new board is 
rather young, what ate the 
aims of the group ix the 
near future? 

The board is relatively 
young. We do have some 
experience ‘and most impor- 
tantly continuity from last 
year. 
Director Peter Varvares- 
sos was involved in the 
establishment of Pan- 
Hellenic so he provides a 


“Sydney Olympic Board — 
Pee 


Olympic has recently 
selected a new board 
which will lead the 
club forward as prepar- 
ations continue ahead 
Of it’s first game in the 
NSW top flight since 
winning promotion to 
the NSL in 1980. 

ABSW’s Mark 
Stavroulakis sat down 
with Olympic Secretary 
Nick Kambounias to 
discuss the direction of 
the club and the Blues’ 
much-awaited return 
to action. 


wealth of knowledge. 

Some of us sit on the 
board for the first time but 
have been involved with the 
club in some form or anoth- 
ex. This helps provide fresh 
ideas without any stigma 
attached. 

As a collective group our 
aim is to start fresh and build 
strong foundations to allow 
our grandchildren and great 
grandchildren the pleasure of 
watching this great team. 


7) Is there any chance the 
club will pursue a return to 
the top-flight? 

There is always the poten- 
tial but a lot depends on the 
success of the APL as well 
as how well we as a club 
progress in the next few 
years. The goal, I think, 
should be for Olympic to 
play in the highest possible 
competition in the country. If 
this is to be achieved we 
must do it right. 


8) Has a home based 
been decided on? 

‘There have been rumours 
circulating but nothing is 
final nor official. We will 
look at all possibilities care- 
fully and thoroughly so that 
the est possible result is 
achieved for Sydney 
Olympic. 


9) Finally, what message 
could be sent to all Olympic 
‘fans regarding the new era 
that is about to hit the club? 

Turge all Sydney Olympic 
fans to get back on board as 
this cub was set up for you 
by you. The people put this 
club together and many peo- 
ple have helped along the 
way to keep it going for over 
45 years. It’s a club which 
epitomises passion and pride 
and we would like all to be 
part of it. 

We will do whatever pos- 
sible for the best interests of 
Sydney Olympic Football 
Chub, 


OF EURO COVERAGE 


Comment by Mark 
Stavroulakis 


he = Australian Soccer 

Association has receieved as 

many as 20 official expres- 
sions of interest from clubs hoping to 
participate in next year's inaugural 
‘Australian Premier League however 
intrigue surrounds those who have 
not put in bids. 

It’s become official that 20 expres- 
sions of interest are currently being 
looked at by the ASA, with clubs to 
learn of their fate as early as August 30, 

However rumblings in the soccer 
fratemity are brewing, with claims a 
handful of unofficial bids could still be 
considered for inclusion to the APL. 

Is this a fair way of treating teams 
who have adhered to strict ASA 
requests and lobbied their bids by the 
due date? I think not. 

‘The Victorian Soccer Federation, 
SOCCER NSW and Club Marconi are 
believed to be just three of the many 
ic organisations that have for- 


Michael Organ: Standing up for the lack of 
free-to-air coverage of Euro 2004. 


to Australian 


Foxtel. 


sion. 


he Government has 
Tet football fans 
down by denying 


them free-to-air television 
coverage of the Euro 2004 
tournament, according to 
Greens senator Michael 


The biggest internation- 
al football event of the year, 
Euro 2004, is only available 
viewers 
through pay-TV provider, 


Mr Organ, the Federal 
Member for Cunningham, 
criticised the government for 
failing to secure the event’s 
rights for free-to air televi- 


“Pay TV discriminates 
against those that cannot 
afford it and the Government 
should be mindful of that 


when it chooses to ignore 
some of the biggest sporting 
events in the world,” Mr 
Organ said. 

Football is now one of 
Australia’s biggest sports, 
with over one million partic- 
ipants, Mr Organ said, and 
fans should have the chance 
to watch it when it is played 
at the highest level. 

‘The 48-year-old MP said 
itis “bizarre” that Euro 2004 
and the World Cup are not 
ayailable on free-to-air TV. 

“Tn the event that the 
Australian team make the 
World Cup finals in 2006, 
there is a real possibility that 
the Australian public will not 
be able to see them play,” he 
said. “Win or lose, that’s a 
disgrace.” 

Source - AAP 


merly made bids to enter the league. 

However uncertainty and anger will 
arise ifa team is given a license despite 
failing to make an official bid. 

Another point of concern for fans, 
and more so the ASA, is the uncertain- 
ty over the lack of a television rights 
deal for the league, even though SBS 
and Pay-TV provider Foxtel have 
expressed interest. 

‘Add to this the lack of a major spon- 
sor for the league and it is not hard to 
see why fans and officials are becom- 
ing more pessimistic about the make- 
up and viability of the league in the 
short-term. 

When Frank Lowy was given the 
unenviably task of shaking up 
Australian Soccer, time was not a con- 
cer. However with plans yet to be 
released about the most basic parts of 
the league, it is hard to see how those 
admitted to the APL can realistically 
find themselves ready to go by July 
2005. 

Club’s have yet to hear whether they 
have been admitted to the league, let 


rismouth manager 

Harry Redknapp bas 
confirmed interest in 
Australian-born Joe 
Simunic. 

Redknapp watched the 
Croatia defender at 
Euro2004 and told the 
Portsmouth News: “I like 
Simunic, he’s a big lad.” 


iddlesbrough 
remain in talks with 
Leeds United over the 
services of Mark Viduka. 

British tabloid The 
Mirror reports the move, 
believed to be £4million , 
has been bogged down by 
the lanky striker’s reluc- 
tance to accept a consid- 
erable pay cut. 

Bayern Munich and 
Marseille are —_ also 
believed to be courting 
Viduka. 
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alone working on squad lists, support 
staff, home-grounds and promotions. 

During this year’s SOCCER NSW 
Grand-Final between Bankstown 
Lions and Belconnen Blue Devils, a 
majority of the 5,000 plus spectators at 
‘Marconi Stadium were not surprisingly 
disturbed by ASA CEO John O'Neill's 
determination to eradicate ethnicity 
from clubs. 

A number of people at the game 
suggested that they would boycott the 
‘APL all together instead opting to see 
their traditional clubs play out in next 
year’s new look 16-team NSW Premier 
League competition. 

Nonetheless the road ahead is long 
and the ASA are trying to resurrect the 
popularity of soccer, a sport with the 
highest participation rate in Australia 
but with no current nationwide compe- 
fition. 

Let’s hope for the game's sake we 
hear some news on the APL sooner, 
rather than later before fans turn their 
attention to other, more ‘mainstream’ 
sports. 


SUBSCRIBE 


To Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
out every Tuesday 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for $195 (GST incl) 
overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly at 


1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW. 2037 
MATCH REPORTS, NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS 
AND LINE-UPS, SOCCEROOS NEWS, 
TRANSFER NEWS, CLUB INFO, 
WORLD ROUND-UP 


Including: 


Italian, UK, Spanish, Greek, German and World Results 


‘SUBSCRIPTION FOR $195 
COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


NAME: . 
ADDRESS: 
SUBURB: 
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Olyroos sweep Swiss tour 


Neuchatel-Xamax 0 


Yverdon Sport 


Ryan Griffiths gifted Australia a 2-0 win 
over Neuchatel Xamax and a clean sweep of 
their brief two-match tour of Switzerland. 

Griffiths did his chances of selection no harm after 
coming off the bench with 30 minutes remaining and 
making an immediate impact. 

After dominating throughout, the Visitor’s finally 
broke through 17 minutes from time when Arthony. 
Danze and Shane Cansdell-Sherriff combined down 
the left, before Danze whipped in the perfect cross for 
Griffiths, to head home, 

With Neuchatel pushing for an equaliser, Australia 
‘wrapped up the match in the 85th minute, when cen- 
tral defender Jon McKain broke from his own penal- 
ty box, before sending a great through ball to the 
speedy Griffiths. 

The Newcastle United striker rounded the 
Neuchatel keeper and slotted home to clearly under- 
line his potential off the bench. 

It was a family gathering of sorts for the Griffiths 
family, with Joel starting for Neuchatel but being out- 
played by his younger brother. 

After a cautious opening, it was Australia who cre- 
ated the first meaningful shot at goal, with Spase 
Dilevski shooting wide from the edge of the area, fol- 


Australia 2 (R Griffiths 731/85’) 
Neuchatel-Xamax 0 


Ts goals in the space of 12 minutes from 


Line-up: E Galekovic (gk), J North, J 
Main, A Madaschi, S Cansdell-Sheriff, A 


Elrich, C Valeri (W Srhoj 78’), L Wilkshre (R 
Griffiths 60’), S Dilevski (N Carle 78’), B 
Holman (A Danze 60’), A Brosque. 

Subs not used: M Thwaite, B Jones (gk), M 
Turnbull (gk) 


ABHNA 2008 


TUNISIA 
(Qualified: African Champions 

Coach: Khemaies Lafbidi 

Key Players: Karim Hagui, Ali Zitouni 


Ryan Griffiths: Two goal hero against 
Neuchatel Xamax. 


Jowing good lead up work from Carl Valeri, Ahmad 
Hlrick and Alex Brosque. 

Joe! Griffiths was proving a thorn to the Australian 
defence, however chances proved’ few and far 
between for the home side. 

‘The Australian's however were pressing at every 
opportunity with Brosque and Elrich causing prob- 
lems for the Neuchatel defence. 

Elich had good claims for a penalty in the 33rd 
minute after he was brought down, but much to his 
disgust the referee waved play on. 

Seven minutes after the break, Brosque had a good 
‘opportunity to break the deadlock when he raced onto 
a through ball over the top of the defence from Valeri, 
but his chip over the keeper went just wide of the post. 

Elrich almost added a third goal for Australia but 
his stinging shot was tipped over the bar. 


he Olyroos opened their two-match Swiss 

tour in fine style following a come from 

behind 5-2 win over Swiss second division 
outfit Yverdon Sport, with Ahmad Elrich and Alex 
Brosque both bagging two goals. 

The visitors were pushed in the first half and in fact 
found themselves a goal down after just 14 minutes. 

Australian defender Shane Cansdell-Shertiff con- 
ceded a penalty with a handball, which was duly con- 
verted by the host's. 

The lead lasted just three minutes when Brosque 
fed Elrich who unleashed a thunderous left-foot shot 
into the top corner. 

Cansdell-Shertiff made up for his earlier discretion 
with the visitors’ second goal on 29 minutes, Jade 
‘North was the provider with a calm control from a 
cross and lay-off into the path of Cansdell-Shemiff 
who powered home from close range. 

‘Wayne Sthoj and Brett Holman set up the third goal 
of the half just six minutes later, good lead-up work 
by the duo allowing Brosque to extend the lead, 

. The hosts pushed late in the half and were reward- 
ed on the stroke of half-time when a mix-up between 
North and Jon McKain resulted in a gift goal for 
‘Yverdon and a 3-2 scoreline after 45 minutes. 

The Aussies responded after the break with a 
Telentless attacking display and were rewarded with 
two:goals within 10 minutes ofthe restart. 

Second-half substitute Carl Valeri made an imme- 
diate impact, winning the ball in midfield before pass- 
ing to Brosque who calmly rounded a defender before 
slotting home in the 50th minute, 

Elrich was not to be undone and also bagged a 
brace, his second a brilliant solo effort. 

After taking the ball down the right flank, Elrich 
cut inside before smashing home a powerful drive 
from outside the penalty box to round out the scoring. 


Tough trio await Australia 


OLYMPIC PREVIEW BY BEN COONAN 


The Olyroos are back at the 
Olympics for the fifth consecutive time 
hoping to atone for the disasters of 
four years ago in Australia, 

We oe tes ta mation on ie 
shoulders, Raul Blanco’s men failed to 


Frank Farina leading the charge, the 
Olyroos will be aiming to progress into 
uncharted waters, their best finished 
coming in the 1992 semifinals in 
Barcelona. 

With the Olympic Games less than. 


SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO 
Qualified: Runner-up Europe 

Coach: Vladimir Petrovic Yo 
Key Players: Simon Vukcevic, Goran Lovre 


Le 2° 


Ahmad Elrich scored two goals in 
Australla’s 5-2 win over Yverdon-Sport. 


Australia 5 (Elrich 17’ 55’, Cansdell-Sherriff 
29', Brosque 35’ 50') Yverdon-Sport 2 


Line-up: Brad Jones (gk), Jade North, Jon 
MeKain, Adrian Madaschi (Michael Thwaite 
69’), Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, Ahmad Elrich 
(Ryan Griffiths 63’), Wayne Srhoj (Cari Valeri 
46’), Luke. Wilkshire (capt) (Nick Carle 63’), 
Spase Dilevski, Brett Holman (Anthony 
Danze 63’), Alex Brosque. 


ABHNA 2004 


RRP 


igs 


unisian football is on a high. The North African 

nation of under 10 million people has enjoyed phe- 

nomenal success this year, highlighted primarily 
by the 2004 African Cup of Nations, which the Tunisian 
senior team not only hosted, but also won for the first 
time in the Cup’s 47-year history. 
Tunisia’s delirium heightened in March when their 
Olympic squad negotiated a tough qualifying group to avoid 
defeat and finish above heavyweights Egypt, Nigeria and 
‘Senegal to secure a ticket to Athens. 

Coach Khemaies Laibidi, a 

member of Tunisia’s 1978 
World Cup squad, led Tunisia 
to the Sydney Games and will 
be hoping for a much better 
showing this time around. 
The Tunisians hosted 
Australia’s under 23 side in 
April in Tunis, emerging 1-0 
victors in what was a dour and 
dissonant encounter. 
Tunisia are first up for 
Frank Farina’s men and the 
Australians will view their 
opener with the African 
champs as an ideal chance to 
make a solid start to their cam- 
paign in Athens. 

In their way are some of 
Africa’s brightest talents, 
including 22-year-old striker 
Ali Zitouni, who plays with 
Tunisian champs Esperance. 


not only win a game, but even a point 


Four years on and with new coach 


ARGENTINA 
Qualified: South American Champions 
Coach: Marcelo Bielsa 


Marcelo Bielsa, local talent 
the likes of Nicolas Burdisso, 
Leandro Fernandez 
Gonzalo Rodriguez all rose to 
the occasion and have since 
figured in Argentina's senior 
team. 


Albicelestes have never 
taken Olympic gold. 

Argentina qualified for the 
‘Athens games having clinched 
the CONMEBOL qualifying 
toumament in Chile in 
January. 

The Argentinean’s went 
undefeated in their seven 
matches, including wins over 
Brazil and fellow qualifiers 
Paraguay. 

Impressively, Argentina 
were without noted stars 
Andres D'Alessandro, Javier 
Saviola, Maximiliano 
Rodriguez and - Leonardo 
Ponzio, who were denied a 


Key Players: Andrés D'Alessandro, Javier Saviola 


‘six weeks away, ABSW’s Ben Coonan 
previews Australia’s opponents in 
what many have dubbed the group of 


Although the Albicelestes 
have never faced Australia in 
an Olympic Games tourna- 
ment, both teams have played 
off at Under 23 level. 

In July 1998, the Olyroos 
traveled to San Lorenzo as 
part of their preparation for the 
2000 Sydney Games. Under 
the guidance of Raul Blanco 
and featuring current squad 
member Nick Carle, Australia 
snatched a 1-0 victory before 
heading home to accelerate 
their toumament build up. 

Australia have also 
snatched wins _ against 
Argentina at under 20 level (4- 
3 in Malaysia 97, and 2-1 in 
Australia §1’) and under 17 
level (1-0 in China 85"). 


and 


clearance to play by their Javier Saviola: Alms to ating wil be 
respective European clubs. lead Argentina to Australia’s final Group C 
Thankfully for coach Olympic gold. ‘opponents in Athens. 


erbia and Montenegro is a nation not too familiar to 

international successes in recent times, although 

their second place finish at this year’s Under 21 
Championships in Germany indicate that the once feared 
Adriatic nation is on the rise. 

‘The Serbian’s have found their way to Athens having sur- 
vived an tnenviable qualifying route that pitted them against 
some of thé’ most feared European nations. 

‘The Serbs finished second to Italy in the group stage of the 
Euro U/2t Finals after downing Belarus and Croatia and 
booked their place in the final 
courtesy of a thrilling penalty 
shoot-out victory over Sweden in 
the semi-finals. 

History will show a 3-0 loss to 
Italy in the final, their fourth 
encounter with the Azzurri during 
the qualification campaign. 

Goran Lovre and Danko 
Lazovic, despite their tender age, 
are already making giant strides 
with ~ big European clubs 
Anderlecht and Feyenoord 
respectively. Lazovic netted twice 
in five games during the Euro 
U/21 finals and should prove to be 
a tough proposition for Australia’s 
defence, 

‘Australia bas previously met 
Serbia and Montenegro at an Olympic Games, that being at 
Seoul in 1988, where coach Frank Farina netted a classic goal 
in the early stages of the second half to hand the Australian's 
a priceless 1-0 win in their opening match. 


Goran Lovre, plays 
for Belglan club 
Anderlecht. 
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_ Round 18 Results 
(Wick Tolios, Xhezair Sulemani, Nick Marinos, 
Juan Nilo) 


(Own Goal) 


Fawkner Biues ......... Sieseuccaneecened 
(Michael Ferrante) 
(Sash Becvinovski) 


Frankston Pines .......--+--++++++ 


reen Gully maintained their one-point gap 
‘over the field following a 2-0 win over 
Essendon at the Reggio Calabria Club. 
The visitors opened the scoring through Andy 
Vargas, who converted a penalty after Essendon’s 
Sedar Pir was adjudged to have pushed Brandon - 
Vassallo. 
Essendon were dealt a huge blow shortly before 
the break when they were reduced to 10 men follow- 
ing a needless foul on Roddy Vargas. 
On the hour mark Vargas gained his revenge to 
score the second goal of the match, leaving Royals 
goalkeeper Dean Anastasiadas with no chance. 


VICTORIAN PREMIER LeEacue 2003-04 


Oakleigh extended their winning streak to four 
games following a clinical 4-1 defeat of St Albans at 


Jack Edwards Reserve. 


Marinos and Juan Nilo. 


Fourth placed Altona dropped two valuable points. 
after drawing 1-1 against ninth placed Fawkner at CB 


Smith Reserve. 


Striker Sash Becvinovski hit the target for Altona 


while Michael Ferrante scored for Fawkner, 


(Caleb Nicoles 2, Simon Webster, Shane Ter) ) 
Whittlesea 
(Zoran Petrevski, 


Athens 


Essendon Royals Bullen Zebras 
Green Gully ... peeetana Se 
(Andy Vargas, Rody Vargas) base 

Me ey Frankston Pines 
Bentleigh Greems .....++++++++0++ wetepewal: ‘St Albans Saints 
(Ivan Gelemanovic) Essendon Royals. 
Knox City we cak Fawkner Blues 
(Cameron Jones) Bentleigh Greens 

Knox City 

Preston Lions vs Bullen Zebras - Monday Night Whittlesea Stallions 


w - A OPTS 
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Shipard at 16 


The young sensation, who 
has yet to make her senior 
team debut, impressed 
Santrac in Canberra, where 
the final trials were held. 

“Sally performed at such a 
level that she couldn’: be 
overlooked and deserved her 
selection,” said Santrac. 

“She has developed obvi- 
‘ously well beyond her years 


‘atildas coach 
Adrian Santrac 
has just named 


his 18 member squad for 
‘Athens Olympic Women's 
Football Tournament, and 
at 16, Sally Shipard is the 
youngest member of the 
squad. 


Sixteen year-old sensation Sally Shipard will 
represent the Young Matildas at this year's 
Olympic Games in Athens. 


ina footballing sense. 

“She is part of the Under 
19 Youth World Cup squad 
and performed very strongly 
at the Youth World Cup qual- 
ifiers and was invited into 
our senior camp in May and 
performed absolutely out- 
standingly in what was a very 
intense and very stressful 
camp in terms of the selec- 
tion pressures that were quite 
evident.” 

It has been a meteoric nse 
for the Year 11 studeat, who 
was only in the Young 
Matildas side at the start of 
the year 2 Bue 

"When I was 12 we went 
to watch the Matildas and my 


"We were just so excited 
To “be: there and” four years 
later I could have the possi- 
bility of being there and play- 
ing.” 

Originally from Wagga, 
Shipard moved to Sydney 
last year to attend The Hills 
Sports High, and work with 
NSW Sapphites ‘coach Alen 
Stajcic, the school soccer 
head coach and also NSW 
Institute of Sport head coach, 

She lives in Baulkham 
Hills with school and soccer 
mates Caitlin Cooper from 
Port Macquarie, and Renee 
Cartwright from Crookwell. 
Her mother Lynne and 
Cooper's mother take tums to 
stay and look after the girls. 

She is also co-captain of 
the Young Matildas and will 
be playing in the under-19 
Women's World Champion- 
ships in Thailand in 
November. 

"I've tried my hardest not 
to change my attitude 
towards soccer and my fami- 
ly, to keep things in perspec- 
tive.” 


By Otto Bader 


TRANSFER FRENZY AHEAD OF 
DEADLINE 


All Illawarra Soccer Association clubs have until 
‘Wednesday 30 June before the transfer window is closed. 

Member clubs of the association wishing to obtain the ser- 
vice of players currently registered or who have been regis- 
tered with other member clubs of the ISSA may do so by 
transfer of registration provided such transfer is completed 
prior to on June, 

No registrations or transfers of registrations shall be 
accepted after that date in any one season. 

In the last week clubs in both the Premier League and first 
division have engaged in feverish activities trying to attract 
quality players to strengthen their squads. 


ISA STANDARDS IMPROVING 
The standard of the Premier League is steadily improving 
with a oumber of prominent former NSL and State league 
players tuming out in ISA's top competition. In addition & 


Xhezair Sulemani bagged his 11th goal of the sea- 
son to go along with strikes from Nick Tolios, Nick 


Last placed Whittlesea slumped to their 12th loss. 
of the campaign following a 4-2 loss at the hands of 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


Frankston at Monterey Reserve, 

Strikes from Zoran Petreyski, his ninth of the sea- 
son, and Serkan Oksuz proved fruitless as Caleb 
Nicholes bagged a brace for the hosts while Simon 
Webster and Shane Tagliaferro also managed to hit 
the target fore the Pines. 

Knox City ard Bentleigh Greens played out a 1-1 
draw at Kingston Heath to extended the gap over bot- 
tom placed Whittlesea. 

Ivan Gelemanovic struck a rare goal for the 
Greens, his first for the season and just the team’s 
11th from 18 matches, while forward Cameron Jones: 
hit the target for the visitors. 


Round 19 Fixtures 
Saturday 3 July, 3:00PM 
Knox City vs. 
Saturday 3 July, 5:30PM 
Altona Magic. vs. 
Sunday 4 July, 3:00PM 

Preston Lions V5, 
St Albans Saints vs. 
Sunday 4 July, 6:00PM 

"| Green Gully vs. 
Monday 5 July, 8:15PM 

Whittlesea Stallions vs. 


Essendon Royals 
Oakleigh Cannons 


Frankston Pines 
Bentleigh Greens 


Bulleen Zebra 


Fawkner Blues 


PREMIER LEAGUE OVERVIEW 

After 14 rounds of competition, Port Kembla find them- 
selves clear at the top on 36 points, a massive 10 points abead 
of Cringila Lions and Dapto with 26. If people expect Port to 
slacken off it certainly does not look like it, coach Adrian 
Alston is far too clever to allow any slowdown. His side is 
playing good soccer at the moment and he will make sure to 
keep the standard up, 

Standings (After Round 14): Port Kembla, Cringila Lions, 
Dapto, Picton Rangers, Albion Park WE, Tarrawanna, 
Coniston Lions, Bulli, Warilla Wanderers, Balgownie 


Rangers, Wollongong Olympic, Kemblawarra, Kiamam, 


‘Wests Illawarra. 


FIRST DIVISION OVERVIEW 
‘The major interest is focused on the first four positions, all 
determined to stay in front and aiming for the two Premier 
League promotion places. At present only five points separate 
the top four. 
Dandaloo sit on 32 points, a game clear of South Coast Utd 
on 29 with Highlands and Helensburgh in hot pursuit. 


“number of former NSL youth grade players. most of them ____ Standings (After Round 14): Dandaloo, South Coast Utd, 


local products are now playing in one of the two ISA com- 
petitions. 


BRILLIANT SOCCER KIDS 

Hundreds of Under 11 soccer players showed their skills 
and enthusiasm at the recent et Hudson U/11 knockout at 

rama Oval, 
ment with a 1-0 win over Oak sea in the final. 

Hundreds of parents, relatives and supporters ensured a 
great day of soccer. Nearly every Sunday a gazetted Junior 
knockout in various age groups takes place’at one of the 26 
junior soocer clubs fields. 


BOYS 
‘Round 2: Smits Hil 2 Albion Park 1, Potree 2 Kanatooka 0, 
Eamund Rice 4 Wollongong 0, Mackillop College 7 Crookwel! 0, 
Maret Coleg 3.Cawal 0 Daramalan College 7 Belconnen 1, St 


enced ¢ Lakemba 3 
Eps oe ppmeremne nei deere 
Goss College + Pennant Hills 0, Bossiey Park 4 Leurneah 0, Armidale 
3 Holy Trintty mverell 1, Usmore 2 Abtonvaie 0 Belingen 2 
‘Camering McAuley 1. St Pauls Port Macquarie 1 St Care Taree ©. 
Mattlans Grossmann 1 St Peters Maitland 0, Hunter Sports 2 xotara 
4, Marewether  Lamiton 0, St Eawards Gosford 2-TLc Tumi Ube 
+4, St Johns Dubbo 3 Dubbo South 0, Granville Boys 4 Condes Park 4, 


Boys 3. Westies Sports 2 Mt Carmel 0, Oey & Armidale 4, St Pauls 
Port Macnuarte 3 Balingen C, Bathurst 2 Jarnes Sheahan 1. 
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Highlands, Helensburgh, Woonona, University, Ruse, 
Corrimal Rangers, Fernhill, Shoalhaven City, Shellharbour 
‘Workers, Berkeley, Shellharbour City, Bellambi. 


ROUND 16 FIXTURES (July 3-4) 
Premier League: Cringila vs Olympic, Kiama vs Albion 


ark took out the to Sourna._Pk,_Kemblawarra ys Coniston, Picton vs Tarrawanna, 


Balgownie vs Dapto, W. Illawarra vs Pt Kembla, Bulli vs 
Warilla, First Division: Ruse ys Bellambi, Berkeley vs 
Corrimal, Helensburgh vs Woonona, Highlands vs 
Shellharbour City, Shellharbour Workers vs Fernhill, 
Dandaloo vs Shoalhaven City, Sth Coast vs University. 


vs 
eee ss pcre MSs sens ert 
+2 The Fores 4, Tenty Us 


“3 Usmore 0. St Josephs Port 


e@ AsSs0 


from the 


dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


Surprise in store for APL 


‘ook out APL, there could be a new club in sight 
from the Sydney area as ABSW stated exclu- 
‘sively last week. 


ASSOCIATION 


Already showing preparations that it is ready to 
stage an assault in getting that final Sydney spot away 
from both the Stallions and SOCCER NSW bid, the 
team known as the ‘Blues’, could reveal themselves 
very shortly. 

Already causing a stir with a few members of vari- 
‘ous federations across Australia, the Blues venture 
will be led by former Olympic Sharks chairman Nick 
Politis. 

The current Sydney City Roosters chairman, 
respected by many in the Australian soccer circles, 
made it clear that he did not wish to take part in any 
venture at the start of Frank Lowy’s reign as chairman 
of ASA but from reports has since changed his mind. 

Could the Sydney Blues venture pull off once and 
forall? 


O'Neill to meet Blatter 


ustralian SA chief John O’Neill has confirmed he 
.will be seeking talks with FIFA president Sepp 
~ Blatter when he visits Vanuatu next month, 

“In terms of ways of generating extra revenue, 
FIFA events are very much on our agenda,” O'Neill 
told The Age. “We have a very proud record of host- 
ing major events in this country. Soccer Australia 
hosted the World Youth Championships a decade ago, 
and we have since then, of course, had the Sydney 
Olympics and the rugby World Cup. 

“Whether it’s the World Club Championships or 
the Confederations Cup, I think we could do a good 
job. What we are missing in this country is high value 
content. If we have the 16 best clubs from around the 
world here for a competition, I think the general pub- 
lic would get pretty excited about it. I think we could 
profile the game and generate revenue.” 

O'Neill wants to spearhead his campaign in pro- 
moting the game with high profile tournament that 
could lure many potential sponsors to our game. 

Right now though, the ASA CEO’s mind must be 
surely fixed on getting the Australian Premier League 
off its feet, 

‘The meeting with Blatter could be an ideal time too 
in getting some feedback on what he has thought of 
the Australian game. 

No doubt Sepp will ask how preparations are going 
for next year's APL, and at the moment we are still in 
the selection process stage hmm... 


ASA CEO John O'Neill is set to meet 
with FIFA President Sepp Blatter next month 
to discuss some major issues In the 
Australian game. 


Olyroos prepare in 
Switzerland 


‘Australian Under 23 team continue prepara- 
tions for the 2004 Athens Olympic Games, with 
two games confirmed for their 10-day camp in 

Switzerland, 

‘The 19-man squad left last Friday and will play 
Swiss Division Two team Yverdon-Sports on June 23, 
then back up three days later to play former Newcastle 
United striker Joel Griffiths’ team Neuchetel Xamax. 

‘The 19 players to make the trip are: 

Alex Brosque (Marconi Stallions), Nick Carle 
(Marconi Stallions), Shane Cansdell (Aarhus GF, 
Denmark), Anthony Danze (Perth Glory), Spase 
Dilevski (Rot-Weiss Essen, Germany), Ahmad Elrich 
(Parramatta Power), Eugene Galekovic (South 


Cralg Moore to skipper the Olyroos? 
Melbourne), Ryan Griffiths (Newcastle United), Brett 
Holman (Excelsior, Netherlands), Brad Jones 
(Middlesborough, England), Adrian Madaschi 
(Partick Thistle, Scotland), Dylan Macallister (SK 
Brann, Norway), Jonathon McKain (FC National 
Bucharesti, Romania), Jade North (Perth Glory), 
Wayne Sthoj (Perth Glory), Michael Thwaite 
(Marconi Stallions), Michael Turnbull (Marconi 
Stallions), Luke Wilkshire (Bristol City, England), 
Carl Valeri (Internazionale Milan, Italy). 

‘The camp provides the last opportunity for players 
to make an impression on coach Frank Farina, who 
will pick his final squad in early July. 

‘An 21-man squad (which can include three overage 
players in possibly Craig Moore, Tim Cahill and John 
Aloisi) will be named prior to going to England where 
final preparations for the Olympics will start. 

Australia’s first match at the Athens Olympics is 
against Tunisia on August 11. 

Looking at the current trialists, ten players hail 
from the now defunct National League while the 
remaining play their trades in Europe. 

Not a bad selection of players combined with 
Moore, Cahill and Aloisi, the Olyroos will surely have 
achance at cracking a top two spot in Greece. 

Argentina will pose as the Australian’s biggest 
ttireat, while Serbia & Montenegro unknown to many 
Australian fans are also no push-over side. 

‘The Australians will be based mainly on the beau- 
tiful island of Crete where they will play their first 
two matches in Heraklion. 

‘Watch out for the bars, clubs and women lads as the 
island is known for its partying in style 24 hours of the 
day, 


Stallions to capitalize? 


lhe Marconi Stallions could possibly benefit 
financially with three players from their last 
season’s squad who are set to sign contracts in 


Already confirmed is the five-year deal of striker 
Alex Brosque who has signed with Dutch side 
Feyenoord but will be on loan to Belgium club 
‘Westerloo for the start of his career. 

Apart from Brosque, Nick Carle and Michael 
‘Thwaite are also rumoured to be close in signing for 
European clubs. 

Carle, who recently tied the knot, has been 


Tumoured to be on the move to Danish side Aarhus 
‘where current Olyroos star Shane Cansdell is playing 
his football at 

Thwaite also is rumoured to be signing a deal in 
Belgium with Club Brugge. 

‘Three players from the Marconi stable isn’t a bad 
deal after all, it will surely boost the name of the club. 
in more ways than one, 

Marconi ccach Jean Paul de Marigny, who had the 
trio in his squad last year, has wished his stars the best 
of luck and hope that they too can continue the trend 
of Australian youngsters doing well in Europe. 

The question though is, will the Stallions gain some 
kind of financial deal with the possible sale of three of 
its players? 


Michaels resigns from 
Sydney Olympic board 


cen from a dedicated Sydney Olympic fan site 
this was seen: Harry Michaels has resigned as a 
I Director of Sydney Olympic. Michacls made 
his announcement on today’s 2SER’s Greeks Today 
show. 
Michaels stated that the reason he is resigning is 
that he cannot work with the current Board. 


“T would like to state here and now that I do know 
some of the new Directors, and am related to one of 
the Directors, 

“Some of the Directors are my friends. These facts 
have not and will not influence my opinions on any 
matters relating to Sydney Olympic - whether it be 
about a Director, the direction of the club, the ground, 
playing squad, coaches etc. 

“Those who know me by now know that I call it as 
Tsee it, and I’m nobody's puppet.” — Harry Michaels 

The current Sydney Olympic board is as follows: 


President: Graham Athanaseris 
Vice President: John Theodoridis 
Secretary: Nick Kambounias 
‘Treasurer: Archie Papadopoulos 
Director: George Giannaros 
Director: Anthony Doueihi 
Director: Chris Eliadis 


Important Dates for 


elow is a table that indicates the major events 
that the OFC are set to embark on this year 
and next, 

Write them down in your diaries as a keen 


08 July 
24 July 
11 August 


Port Vila, Vanuatu 
Canberra, Australia 
Greece 


09 October tha 


Venue 
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Confederation 


10 November Thailand 2004 FIFA U-19 Women's Championship 
21 November Chinese Taipei 2004 FIFA Futsal World Championship 
the OFC Women's Referee Course 


01 January the 2005 OFC U20 Qualifying Tournament 
01 March the 2005 OFC U17 Qualifying Tournament 
01 April Tahiti 2005 OFC Club Championship 
10 June Netherlands 2005 FIFA World Youth Championship 
15 June Germany 2005 FIFA Confederations Cup 
03 September tha Stage 3: OFC World Cup play off 

* 15 September Peru 2005 FIFA U17 World Championship 
01 November tha Stage 4: OFC/CONMEBOL final play off 
Tl December Japan 2005 FIFA World Club Championship 


‘Atthe moment, the club is currently chasing both a 
senior and U20’s coach for its side in next season's 
NSW Premier. League side that will boost 16 teams 
including Olympic, Marconi, Wollongong and 
Sydney United. 

A number of current NSW Premier League coach- 
es have already expressed their interests in taking over 
the squad as have a few former National Soccer 
League managers. 

ABSW will keep its readers updated with the coach- 
ing scenario. 


Mythos Taverna goes 
EURO Crazy 


estled amongst the backdrop of Sydney's 
Italian suburb of Leichhardt is a restaurant 


that can be heard from the beginning of 
Norton St till the end. 

Greek restaurant Mythos has been a meeting place 
for the many proud and fanatical Greek supporters 
who have cheered their team on to suiccess towards 
this year’s Euro 2004 Quarter Finals, 

Known for its famous Greek cuisine and its ability 
to change from a restaurant to a nightclub, Mythos has 
been buzzing in more ways than one of late, 

Afier Greece’s heart-wrenching two-one loss to 
Russia that saw them qualify, just, due to Spain's loss 
to Portugal, massive cele- 
brations rocked the tiny 
restaurant. 
Flares, chants and fire- 
crackers lit up the streets of 
Norton as Greek fatis waved 
Blue and White flags as a 
sign of their relief that their 
11 heroes did the unthink- 
able. RT 
‘One incident that will be long remem 
amazing skills of a Greek fan Who will be known as 
Tommy with his motorbi 

In freezing Sydney conditions early in the morning, 
Tommy, with only a Greek replica shirt decked his 
motorbike in Blue and White stuck a massive Greek 
Flag on the back of his bike. 

Venturing down Norton St at high speed, the ‘speed 
demon’, unleashed mono’s for the crowd to see even 
though traffic was a mess at Zam. 

Tommy did not finish there, a smoke show was 
then done, can you imagine what would happen if 
Greece were to win the Euro 200472? 


‘Well done lads. 


the Oceania Football 


reminder of what to expect with football from 
Oceania especially all World Cup qualifier dates for 
the U17's - U20's - U23’s and the Socceroos. 


OFC Extraordinary Congress 
2004 OFC World Futsal Qualifying Tournament 
2004 Olympic Football Tournament (Men & Women) 


Stage 3: OFC Nations Cup Final 


Event 
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Western Australia to honour 
its soccer champions 


occer history will be made on 
Saturday, July 10 when the names 
of Western Australia’s Top 100 
Players of the Century are revealed at a 
gala presentation in Perth, 

This landmaik event, known as the 
RCP A Century of Champions, pays trib- 
ute to a group of outstanding players who 
niade a significant impact on the Western 
Australian soccer stage from 1902 until 
2002. 

They include Olympians, World Cup 
finalists and Australian, England, Wales, 
Scotland and Poland intemationals. 

Some of the players to be honoured are 
current Socceroos stars and many are 
members of Perth Glory's NSL grand 
final-winning sides of 2002-03 and 2003- 
04. 


The staging of the RCP Century of 
Champions is the culmination of 14 
months of painstaking research and organ- 
isation by the’Soccer Hall of Fame (WA) 
committee as well as input from the pub- 
lic. 

We believe it is the first time a single 
sport in Australia has attempted such an 
ambitious project, of identifying the 100 
greatest players ever to represent Western 


Australia. The event will continue the 
pacesetting exploits of the Soccer Hall of 
Fame, which was the first body in 
Australia to set up such an official 
Committee, when initial inductions were 
made in 1996, 

‘The celebration and presentation of 
awards in the RCP Century of Champions 
will be held at the Novotel Langiey Plaza 
Hotel in Perth on Saturday, July 10 2004. 

‘One such player who had to receive his 
award a little early than the rest due to his 
overseas football commitments was shot- 
stopper Michael Petkovic. 

Petkovic had to fly back to his Turkish 
club Trabzonspor last Friday for pre-sea- 
son training after having a brilliant season 
with the side. 

The 27-year-old recently won the 
‘Turkish Cup for the seventh time in the 
club’s history and also came runiers up in 
the prestigious Turkish Super League 
competition. 

Having played for South Melboume 
during the pinnacle of his soccer career in 
Australia, Michael was delighted to have 
received such an award and expressed his 
satisfaction at the credit he was given 
upon his football achievements. 


Western Australian Hall of Fame chief Louls Prospero (right) shown awarding Michael Petkovic his award In 


WA's top 100 players of the century. 


NEW FACES IN 


avuens womens| AUStralian futsal squad ready 


FOOTBALL TEAM 


T= 30 year old Cheryl Salisbury will 
Tead a new-look Australian Women's 
Football Team to Athens in August, 

Only four members of the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Team remain, Dianne Alagich, 
Heather Gurriock, Salisbury and Sacha 
Wainwright. 

14 first-timers are bound for Athens but 
Salisbury is convinced talent and raw enthusi- 
asm will take the Team a long way. 

The rookies have an enthusiasm that is just 
so raw and untapped and that enthusiasm can 
provide extraordinary results’ 

Salisbury believes the injection of new tal- 
ent shows just how far the Women's game has 
progressed in Australia over the past four 
years. 

“We have come a long way. The young play- 
ers that are in the Team now were not even 
under consideration for the Sydney Games. It 
just shows how much the game is progressing” 
she-said. 

The Australian Olympic Committee select- 
ed the following athletes: 


Salisbury and Dianne Alagich are subject to 
fitness tests. Salisbury has been troubled by an 
on-going knee injury but is confident of play- 
ing at the Games, 

"Tl be out there without a doubt" she said. 

‘Australia finished 7th of 16 at the Sydney 
2000 Games recording two losses and a draw 
during the competition. 

"We are all very excited about going to 
Athens and looking forward to doing well" 
Salisbury said, as 


for OFC quali 


iam tecte oY 


Action from one of the local Futsal matches played in Australia. 


he == Oceania Football 

Confederation has announced the 

match schedule for the forthcom- 
ing OFC Fotsal World Qualifying 
‘Tournament in Canberra next month. 

‘The original dates have also been pushed 
back one day to allow the six teams to train 
at the match venue before the start of the 
tournament. The new confirmed dates are 
25-29 July 2004. 

According to acting OFC General 
Secretary, Tai Nicholas, “the schedule had 
been devised in consultation with the host 
association Australia and will encourage 
more spectators to the AIS Arena in 
Canberra with at least two evening matches 
per day.” 

In first round match-ups on Sunday, 25 
July, Australia will take on Oceania Futsal 
newcomers Solomon Islands in their first 
ever international in the indoor five-a-side 
code, while Samoa takes on Fiji and New 


Zealand plays Vanuatu in the opening 
match of the tournament. 

The Solomon Islands lack the indoor 
facilities and experience in Futsal, but are 
expected to provide a stem challenge whol- 
ly based on their skill level in the I1-a-side 
game. 

They bave gone for players on the fringe 
of national team_ selection that missed out 
on the recent FIFA World Cup preliminary 
qualifiers in Adelaide. A final squad has not 
yet been named. 

Australia named their squad last week 
and as the reigning number one ranked 
Futsal team in Oceania will prove a daunt- 
ing prospect for the other five teams, partic- 
ularly with the home advantage. They have 
fan experiegced collection of players but 

will be without key forward Elliot 
Zwangobani - the star of the previous 

* Oceania qualifiers in 1999 who is unavail- 
able. 
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New Zealand has yet to release the 
‘names of their squad but the majority will 
likely come from the Auckland leagues 
where Futsal is strongest. New Zealand fin- 
ished fifth in the 1999 Oceania Futsal 
Qualifiers, 

Vanuatu has a strong domestic league 
operating in the capital Port Vila and is 
expected to name a squed of Futsal special- 
{sts with perhaps one or two players from 
the Vanuatu national 1J-a-side team. 
‘Vanuatu hosted the last qualifying tourna- 
‘ment in 1999 finishing third. 

Fiji recently completed its IDC Inter- 
District Futsal Championship a few weeks 
ago and from that tournament, selected their 
team. Fiji finished second to Australia at the 
last Oceania qualifiers but its Futsal pro- 
‘gramme is still in its infancy, 

Samoa is close to finalising its team 
selection which will largely be made of 
players who have played intemationally for 
Samoa in the outdoor geme. 

The game is growing in popularity and 
national Ieague have been created and 
played in the off-season, Samoa finished 
sixth out of seven teams in 1999, 

Australia is one of only five nations to 
appear at all four FIFA Futsal World 
Championships since the first tournament 
was held in 1989, 


MATCH 
SCHEDULE 
2004 OFC Futsal World Qualifying 


‘Tournament 
Canberra, Australia 25-29 July 


Round 1 - Sunday, 25 July 2004 
‘Match 1: 4.30pm -New Zealand v Vanuatu 
Match 2: 6 30pm - Samoa v Fiji 

Match 3: 8.30pm - Australia v Solomon Is 


Round 2 Monday, 26 July 2004 
Match 4: 4.30pm - Solomon Is v Samoa 
Match 5: 6.30pm -Fiji-v Vanuatu 
Match 6; 8.30pm - NZ v Australia 


Round 3 Tuesday, 27 July 2004 
Match 7: 4.30pm - Samoa v Vanuatu 
Match 8: 6.30pm - Solomon Is v NZ 
Match 9: 8.30pm - Australia v Fiji 


Round 4 Wednesday, 28 July 2004 
Maich 10: 4.30pm - Fiji v New Zealand 
Match 11: 6.30pm - Vanuatu v Solomon Is, 
Match 12: 8.30pm - Australia v Samoa 


Round 5 Thursday, 29 July 2004 

Match 13: 4.30pm - Fiji v Solomon Is 
Match 14; 6.30pm - Samoa v New Zealand 
Match 15: 8.30pm - Vanuatu y Australia 


AUSTRALIAN SQUAD 


jhe squad features four players 
who represented Australia at 
the 2000 FIFA Futsal World 


Championship in Guatemala - Hewit, 
Keith, O'Brien and Salloum. 

Not considered for selection due to 
injury or unavailability were Paul 
Lombardo, Danny Macor and Matt 
Whyte. 


SQUAD: Martin Calvert (Qld), Brett 
Hewit (NSW), Simon Keith (NSW), 
Angelo Konstantinou (ACT), Scott 
Manson (ACT), Danny Ngalufe (Qld), 
Andrew Nolan (NSW), Gavin O'Brien 
(NSW), Damian Pilat (Qid),. Elia 
Salloum (ACT), Ben Singleton (NSW), 
Lachlan Wright (NSW) 


QUEENSLAND 


LIONS 


crt cies 


ly Glenn Davis 


NORTH STAR 3 EASTS 1 

resurgent North Star emerged from 

the shadows of relegation to semi 
final outsiders with a decisive 3-1 win over 
battlers Easts at Perry Park. 

Tn a must win game for both sides, North 
Star moved to eighth on the table but more 
importantly put a four point gap between 
themselves and ninth placed Easts. 

Easts have been the Jekyll and Hyde per- 
formers in the league after a bright start to 
the year saw them in second place behind 
Queensland Lions with three wins and a 
draw from their first five games. 

However, Easts have accumulated only 
four points in its subsequent ten games and 
now sit precariously in ninth place, just three 
points ahead of the relegation zone. 

In contrast, North Star have picked up 
nine points from a possible 12 in their last 
four games and are only four points outside 
the top four. 

North Star got off to a disastrous start 
against Easts who opened the scoring 
straight from the kick-off. 

It took only two passes from the opening 
whistle for Shane Coffey to put the visitors 
ahead without an opposing North Star player 
touching the ball 

However, Brisbane Strikers’ forward 
Luke Morley, who is playing on loan with 
North Star, hit back to level the game in only 
the fifth minute when he finished off a cross 
from the left with half volley at the far post. 

‘The sensational opening from both sides 
continued when Morley put North Star ahead 
2-1 after 15 minutes when he turned and beat 
two defenders before drilling home a 30 
metre shot. 

‘After going to the break 2-1 up, North 
Star defended strongly and the match was in 
the balance right until substitute Chris 
Disipio grabbed the third for North Star in 
the dying minutes. 

North Star coach Ken Swan was delighted 
with the victory, but was not overly happy 
with his side’s performance. 

“Tt was a scrappy game, but I thought we 
‘were always on control,” Swan said. 

“We didn’t play that well and couldn't 
string three passes together in the second 
half. 


“After our frst half display I was hoping 
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Stars Rising in the North 


to get three or four in the second half, such 
was the difference between the sides. 

“it was a must win game for both sides 
and I’m glad we came out with the three 


ints. 
“Basts were only a point behind us going 
into the game, but now we've managed to 
put a bit of a gap between us and Easts,” 
Swan said. 
Easts coach Col Bennett believed Morley 
was the difference between the two sides. 
“We allowed Morley to run too much and 
gave him too much space,” Bennett ssid. 
“We're looking over our shoulders now 
and our next game against Toowoomba is 
crucial,” Toowoomba have got two games in 
hhand so we've got to beat them to keep them 
behind us,” he said. 


ROCHEDALE 3 PALM BEACH 0 
ochedale Rovers cemented third posi- 
tion on the ladder with a hard fought 

3-0 away win over Palm Beach. 

Palm Beach were coming off 7-1 thrash- 
ing to Pine Rivers in their previous match 
and once again let down coach Karl Herdle, 

“The difference was they took their 
chances and we didn’t,” Herdle said. 

“We had them on the run in the second 
half, but we're down on our luck at the 
moment ad we've got to work a lot harder to 
work through this bad spell. 

“We're a young side and we have to be 
patient and give our players time to develop 
and mature. 

“What happened in the first round when 
we had some good results came too quick for 
a lot of my players and we've been found 
wanting in a few positions-in the second 
round.” 

‘Two of Rochedale’s goals came from set, 
pieces while the other came when Rochedale 
beat the offside trap. 

‘Cameron Watson gave Rochedale the lead 
on the half hour mark, finishing off a set 
piece from a free kick with a superb header 
before Nick Maas’ effort to beat the offside 
trap gave the visitors a 2-0 lead on the hour. 

A well struck free kick from Greg 
‘Thomas made it 3-0 for Rochedale and the 
game well in hand for the visitors after only 
70 minutes. 

Rochedale coach Keiran Cooper was 
wary of the game against Palm Beach and 
was clated to return with three points. 


“Palm Beach are a good and fast young 
side,” Cooper said. 

“The first half was 2 bit boring but it 
opened up after the break and there was a lot 
of end to end stuff. 

“It.could have been a bigger score but the 
referee disallowed a goal from Thomas for 
some reason I can’t explzin.” 


BRIS. CITY 1 TOOWOOMBA 0 
risbane City made the tough road trip 
to Toowoomba and came away with 

three valuable points with a 1-0 win. 

It took Brisbane City until 10 minutes 
from full-time to break the deadlock when 
Jon San Martin beat Toowoomba’s keeper 
‘Trevor Gilliland with a 20-metre strike. 

Brisbane City coach Frank Pimblett 
beaped praise on the Toowoomba custodian 
after the game and had no doubt he was the 
man of the match. 

“Trevor (Gilliland) had a blinder, He's 
one of the best going around,” Pimblett said. 

“Even our own keeper Steve Winkleman 
made two world class saves to keep us in the 
game but Trevor was outstanding.” 

Although relieved with the victory, 
Pimblett was far from happy with Brisbane 
City’s performance, 

“We had alot more chances than them and 
deserved to win, but it was a bit disappoint- 
ing,” he said. 

“We're not playing with enough despera- 
tion and we're up against it at the moment. 

“Toowoomba work hard and run down 
everything. 

“T'm not disguising any of our faults but 
we'll need to improve to make the finals. 

“T'm just relieved to get out of there with 
the'three points.” 


SOUTHS 0 MITCHELTON 0 

ouths remain anchored at the foot of 

the table with ten points, but coach 
Peter Bannon saw some evidence of an 
improvement after a scoreless draw 
against fifth placed Mitchelton. 

“[twas a fair result and just maybe we can 
sill get out of jail regarding relegation,” 
Bannon said. 

“ft was an even game with a couple of 
chances to both sides and some good saves 
by both keepers, 

“It’s too early to start talking about the 
finals and relegation. 


Results & Tables 


PREMIER LEAGUE: Brisbane Wolves 0 ys Queensland Lions 2 
(Tollenaere 2), Palm Beach 0 vs Rochedale Rovers 3 (Watson, Maas, 
Thomas), North Star 3 (Morley 2, Di Sipic) vs Eastern Suburbs 1 
(Coffey), Mitchelton 0 ys Souths United 0, Pine Rivers 4 (Rose 2, 
Peltobaka, Smits) vs Taringa Rovers 2 (Backwell, Griffiths), 
‘Toowoomba Raiders 0 ys Brisbane City 1 (San Martin). 


PREMIER RESERVES: Brisbane Wolves 1 Queensland Lions 2, 
Palm Beach 1 Rochedale Rovers 0, North Star 1 Eastern Suburbs 1, 
Mitchelton 6 Souths United 0, Pine Rivers 4 Taringa Rovers 0, 


Toowoomba Raiders 1 Brisbane City 4 


Peninsula Power 2. 


Peninsula Power 4. 


PREMIER YOUTH: Mitchelton 2 Souths United 0, Pine Rivers 2: 
‘Taringa Rovers 1, Toowoomba Raiders 1 Brisbane City 2. 


DIVISION ONE: Capalaba 2 Redlands 2, Southside Eagles 2 
Ipswich Knights 1, Mt Gravatt 2 Beenleigh 0, Brisbane Olympic 3 Uni 
of Qld 4, Albany Creek 0 The Gap 1, Rocklea’0 Peninsula Power 3. 


DIVISION ONE RESERVES: Capalaba 0 Redlands 6, Southside 
Eagles 1 Ipswich Knights 0, Mt Gravatt 16 Beenleigh 0, Brisbane 
Olympic 0 Uni of Qld 1, Albany Creek3 The Gap 4, Rocklea 0 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH: Capalaba 1 Redlands 3, Southside 
Eagles 1 Ipswich Knights 5, Mt Gravatt 1 Beenleigh 2, Brisbane 
Olympic 2 Uni of Qld 0, Albany Creek 0 The Gap 2, Rocklea 2 


DIVISION TWO: Samford 3 Goodna 0, Grange Thistle 0 
Newmarket 2, Annerley 2 North Pine 1, Brisbane Force 6 Slacks Creek 
1, Bethania Rams 7 Oxley Utd 1, Ipswich City 3 Moggill 1. 


DIVISION TWO RESERVES: Samford 1 Goodna 8, Grange 
‘Thistle 4 Newmarket 1, Annerley 3 Nth Pine 2, Brisbane Force 3 Slacks 
Creek 0, Bethania Rams 11 Oxley Utd 0, Ipswich City 5 Moggill 1. 


METRO 1: Souths Utd 4 Wilston Athletic 2, Acacia Ridge 2 Darra 
Lions 4, Brisbane Wolves 1 Bayside United 1, Pineapple Rovers 1 Park 
Ridge 1, Mitchelton 0 Clairvaux 2, Uni of Qld 0 Taringa Rovers 1. 


METRO 2: Mooroondu 3 Brisbane Toro 3, Ridge Hills 0 Logan City 
Kings 2, Pine Hills 6 Pine Rivers 2, Newmarket 3 Brighton 1. 


METRO 3: Souths United 2 Grange Thistle 4, Acacia Ridge 1 Darra 
Lions 2, Pine Hills 2 Bayside United 2, Pineapple Rovers 1 Eastem 
Suburbs 4, North Pine 0 Clairvaux 4, Uni of Qld 3 Newmarket 0. 


METRO 4: Beenleigh 0 Brisbane City 12, Acacia Ridge 1 Old 
Bridge 6, The Gap 1 Slacks Creek 3, Southside Eagles 0 Regents Park 
4, Mt Gravatt 1 Brisbane Force 4. 


METRO 5: Redlands 2 Albany Creek 1, Ridge Hills 1 Brighton 2, 
Newmarket 2 North Star 1, Annerley 5 Eastern Suburbs 1, Brisbane 
Olympic 5 Clairvaux 1, Ipswich City 0 Slacks Creek 3. 

METRO 6: Mooroondu 0 Albany Creek 1, Regents Park 5 Brisbane 
‘Wolves 3, Mt Gravatt 3 Camira 5, Park Ridge 3 Goodna 2. 


“We've got a tough month coming up 
with games against Lions, Rochedale and 
Pine Rivers in our next three games and 
Points against them will be critical.” 

Bannon was delighted with the perfor- 
mance from rookie keeper Nathan Coleman 
who recently signed with the club from 
Rochedale following an injury to regular 
keeper Chris Hogg. 

“Nathan had his first game for us and did 
quite well,” Bannon said, 

“We've got a few injuries at the club but 
hopefully this result will give the players a 


PINE RIVERS 4 TARINGA 2 

p= Rivers continued its winning 
momentum with a 4-2 win over 
Taringa at Jack Speare Park. 

Pine Rivers went to the half time break 
two goals up after Dean Peltobaka put the 
home: side head in the 15th minute before 
‘Tim Smits netted in the 25th minute. 

‘Taringa refused to give in and fought back 
strongly with two goals of their own after the 
break but a second half double from Pine 
Rivers’ Josh Rose proved the difference 
between the sides. 

Taringa” remain third last with 
‘Toowoomba but have a better goal differ 
ences. 


WOLVES 0 QLD LIONS 2 
vunaway league leaders Queensland 
ions downed a resilient 10-man 
Brisbane Wolves 2-0 away at Carmichael 
Park, both Lions’ goals scored by Reece 
Tollenaere. 

Lions struggled to find any rhythm on a 
small bumpy ground during the first half and 
a lucky break handed the visitors the lead 10 
minutes after halftime. 

‘The keeper totally miskicked a back pass 
after the ball bobbled and it fll invitingly to 
Tollenaere who knocked the ball into an 
empty net from a couple of metres out. 

A difficult task became a near impossible 
one for Wolves when Des Hughes was dis- 
missed for a bad tackle and a second yellow 
card on 70 minutes. 

Tollenaere grabbed ancther goal, to 
extend his haul to 10 goals for the season, 
when he latched on to a ball from Daniel 
Corbett to bang home from inside the area on 
‘75 minutes. 


PREMIER LEAGUE P. 
Queensland Lions 15 


Pine Rivers 15 
Rochedale Rovers 15 
Brisbane City 15 
Mitchelton 14 
Palm Beach 14 
Brisbane Wolves 14 
North Star 15 


DIVISION ONE P 


Brisbane Olympic 15 
Peninsula Power 15 
Uni of Qld 14 
Mt Gravatt 15 
Southside Eagles 15 
Beenleigh 15 


Redlands United 15 
Ipswich Knights 15 
Abany Creek 15 
The Gap 14 
Capalaba 15 
Rocklea United = 15 
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The Lions — 2003 Champions of Queensland 


pen 


eurensians 


BMS Premier Cup 


it lpia Beal 
three of the BMS Premier Cup. 

-Qnly eight teams are now left in the 
competition with six ftom the Premier 


of the top sides in the 
Premier League clash for the sec- 
ond time in three weeks in the first 


wok ob 
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ngland's dreams of 
glory at Euro 2004 
ended in heartbreak 
after more than two hours 
of gut-wrenching drama 
culminated in a penalty 
shoot-out defeat to 
Portugal. 
After finishing 90 min- 
utes of regulation time and 
two 15-minute periods of 


(33 porrtuea .. 
SSENcLAND .................2 


Portugal wins 6-5 on penalties 


extra-time tied at 2-2, the 
two sides were finally divid- 
ed by the heroics of 
Portugal's goalkeeper 
Ricardo. 

After saving England's 
seventh penalty from Darius 
Vassell, the Sporting Lisbon 
Keeper stepped up to the spot 
and slotted the ball past 
David James to send 


Portugal into the semi-finals, 

it was even harsher on 
England because they 
thought they had won the 
match in the last minute of 
normal time. 

Sol Campbell believed he 
had scored - after Michael 
Owen's header came back 
off the bar - but his header 
was ruled out becauise John 


Portugal ‘keeper Ricardo (left) scores the 
David James to advance to the semI-finals. 


winning penalty past England's 


Terry was judged to have 
infringed Ricardo. 

Owen, who had broken 
his scoring drought with 
well-taken goal in the third 
minute, said it was another 
disappointing end to a tour- 
nament which had promised 
so much. 

"lt is a big. disappoint- 
ment. It always seems to 
happen. These tournaments 
come around every two 
years So you cannot expect 
to win every time.” 

Portugal coach Luiz 
Felipe Scolari said: "It was a 
superb match. Either side 
can win a penalty shootout, 
‘but we deserved to go 

‘ 

England had begun the 
shoot-out in the worst possi- 
ble fashion when captain 
David Beckham skied the 
first penalty over the bar and 
stared ruefully at the penalty 
Spot. 

But England received a 
lifeline when Ruj Costa 
missed Portugal's thind in 
similar fashion. 

Ashley Cole and Helder 
Postiga converted the first 
two sudden-death spot-kicks 
but Vassell's effort gave 
Portugal their chance and 
Ricardo seized it. 


Penalty heartache for England 


It. was an agonising blow 
for England who could and 
should have won the match 
in regulation time. 

Having led from the third 
minute thanks to the preda- 
tory instincts of Owen, 
Eriksson's side got to within 
seven minutes of victory 
before Postiga's headed 
equaliser set the stage for an 
extraordinary-finale. 

Portugal also thought they 
had the match won when 
Costa went round Phil 
Neville and hammered in a 


England's Michael 


+ 


Owen (left battles 


stunning strike from just left, Frank Lampard latched 
inside the area five minutes on to a John Terry knock- 
into the. second period of down from a Beckham cor- 
extra-time, ner to give England another 
But with just five minutes 


cieaniabicoresecess huey 


with Portugal's Jorge Andrade. 


Dutch end penalty jinx 


ES swepen....................0 
man NETHERLANDS ............0 


Netherlands wins 5-4 on penalties 


he Netherlands 

broke their shootout 

I jinx to beat Sweden 

5-4 on penalties and reach 

a Euro 2004 semi-final 
against hosts Portugal. 

‘The teams had drawn 0-0 
after 120 minutes played in 
stifling heat before Arjen 
Robben scored from the spot 
to spark wild celebrations. 

‘The. Dutch, who will face 
Portugal in Lisbon on 
‘Thursday (AET), had gone 
out of the European 
Championship’ on penalties 
in their last three appear- 
ances, as well as the World 
Cup in 1998, 

‘The teams converted each 
of their first two penalties 


before Sweden striker Zlatan 
Thrahimovic blasted his spot 
kick over the bar but Dutch 
midfielder Philip Cocu, who 
missed in the defeat to Brazil 
in the World Cup, failed 
again when he hit the post. 

Edwin van der Sar saved 
the sixth Swedish penalty 
from Olof Mellberg before 
Robben’s strike brought the: 
1988 Enropean champions a 
change in luck they 
deserved. 

Sweden almost snatched 
victory in extra-timewhen 
Larsson hit the top of the bar 
with a shot on the tum and- 
Fredrick Ljungberg fired— 
against a post, 

Ruud yan Nistelrooy had 


STATS AR 


his first clear chance straight 
after the restart when he 
mistimed a header from 
Robben’s cross. 

That was the signal for a 
much livelier second half, 
With 56 minutes gone, 
Tbrahimovic had a shot 
hacked off the line by Cocu 
afler a piece of sloppy 


defending from Jaap Stam. 
Van Nistelrooy came des- 
perately close to the opener 
in the 62nd minute when he 
showed great control to 
chest down a long ball from 
midfielder Clarence Seedorf 
and get in a shot that 
Isaksson managed to smoth- 


& 

The Dutch almost scored 
at the start of extra time 
when Robben forced a clum- 
sy attempt at a save by 
Tsaksson with the ball 
squirming off the keeper's 
body on to the post. 


The Swedes finished the 
stronger and Were almost 
celebrating an unlikely vic~ 
tory when Seedorf’s clear- 
ance struck team mate 
Johnny Heitinga and 
Larsson smacked the loose 
ball against the bar. 

Ljungberg’s drilled shot 
against the post gave the 
Dutch another nervous 
moment but they held on to 
force a shootout victory that 
gave Dick Advocaat plenty 
to celebrate onthe night he 
took charge of the team for a 
record-breaking 54th time. 


Andy Van Der Meyde (left) gets away from 
Sweden's Mikael Nilsson. 


RESULTS 


Portugal .2(6) England . 
(Postiga 83', Costa 110’) (Owen 3’ 
Portugal wins 6-5 on penalties 


Sweden .....0(4) Netherlands .. .0 (5) 
Netherlands 5-4 on penalties 
Semi-Finat 
Portugal 
vs 


Netherlands 


(José Alvalade, Lisbon) 


Thursday July 1 (AET) 
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LAMPO 2OO# QUARTER FINALS 


reece produced the 

biggest upset in 

European 
Championship history 
when they knocked out 
holders France with a 1-0 
quarter-final victory. 

Greece, among the rank 
outsiders when the tourna- 
ment started, scored the only 
goal after 65 minutes when 
Angelos Charisteas rose 
unchallenged to power a 
header past French goal- 
keeper Fabien Barthez from 
six metres. 

“1 want to congratulate 
my players for this unbe- 
lievable victory which was 
delivered with passion,” 
said Greece coach Otto 
Rekhagel. 

“They kept with the strat- 
egy that we had agreed and 
‘we won this game. Now we 
must regroup and are look- 
ing forward to the next game 
with great joy.” 

Greece’s record in major 
tournaments had previously 
beea poor, failing to score a 
goal in the only two they 
had reached, the 1980 


European Championship 
and 1994 World Cup. 

But in two weeks they 
have beaten hosts Portugal 
2-1 in the opening match 
and now knocked out the 
holders, a feat never previ- 
ously accomplished. 

Tt was also the Greeks’ 


first win over France in 
seyen matches since 1958. 
The tournament under- 
dogs are growing in confi- 
dence, with the goal for 
many to make the final. 
“Quraim now is the final, 
of course,” assistant coach 
Yannis Topalidis told 


reporters. 

“Of course, we are satis- 
fied with this result but we 
want to go to the final and 
for that we may need a bit of 
luck as well,” Topalidis said. 

Striker Angelos Haristeas 
who scored the winner 
against France, believes the 
final is a now a real possibil- 
ity. 
St believe at this stage 
this is a great opportunity 
and since we have fought 


Greece's Angelos Charisteas (left) celebrates with teammate Vasillos Lakis 
after scoring the winning goal against France. 


Greece lightning strikes down French 


hard and played as a team in 
all the (previous) games 
why aot go all the way?,” he 
said. 

Greece had the better of a 
lacklustre first half and went 
close to the opening goal 
after 15 minutes. Giorgos 
Karagounis’s free kick 
teached Costas Katsouranis 
whose attempted tep-in 
from close range was just 
blocked by Barthez on the 
line. 

The French keeper also 
tipped yer a dipping 30- 
metre shot from defender 
Takis Fyssas after 37 min- 
utes, 

The only goal of the game 
arrived 20 minutes into the 
second half. Greek captain 
Theodoros Zagorakis 
chipped the ball over 
Bixente Lizarazu and sped 
down the field and crossed 
to Charisteas, who powered 
his header to the left of 
Barthez, 

France lacked cohesion 
and focus apart from two 
late chances which striker 
‘Thierry Henry failed to take. 

Henry was virtually 
marked out of the game by 
right back —Yourkas 
Seitaridis, one of the leading 
players in the tournament. 


STATS BAR 


France...-...<..0 Greece ........ 
5 


n Shots 

4 ‘Shots on Target 5 
45% Possession 55% 

3 Comers: 3 
23 Fouls Committed = 14 
4 Offsides: 1 

2 Bookings 2 


Greece's Themistokils Nikolaldis (foreground) is 
challenged by France’s Olivier Dacourt. 


ilan Baros 
scored twice in 
two minutes to 


help the Czech Republic 
beat Denmark 3-0 to 
advance to the semifinals. 

‘The Czech Republic, the 
only team with a perfect 
record, is attempting to 
make its second final in the 
last three Euro tournaments. 

Jan Koller opened the 
scoring early in the second 
half before Baros stole the 
show, setting his country up 
for a semifinal against sur- 
prising Greece, 

The Liverpool player 
became the top scorer of the 
competition with five goals, 


and ran the Danish defence 
ragged in the most one- 
sided quarterfinal of Euro 
2004. He received a stand- 
ing ovation as he left the 
field in the 70th minute. 

“Before the champi- 
onship I said I'd love to 
seore four. I'm glad I’ve 
gone one better,” Baros said. 

‘The Czechs, who lost the 
championship to Germany 
in 1996 on a golden goal 
from Oliver Bierhoff, now 
have the best attack in the 
tournament with 10 goals in 
four matches and will be the 
heavy favourites against the 
Greeks, 

Koller slumped on his 


back at the final whistle, 
then ran to join his team- 
mates as they jumped up 
and down in delight in front 
of their adoring fans. 
Players grabbed Czech 
flags and stood for several 
minutes while the chanting 
continued, 
Czech Republic coach 


Karel Bruckner switched 

back to his top line-up after 

resting nine starters for the 

Yast group game against 
y. 

Before Baros finished off 
the Danes, Koller started the 
scoring. 

In the 49th minute, 
Juventus star Pavel Nedved 
forced a comer kick, Karel 
Poborsky took it and Koller 
headed the ball past goal- 
keeper Thomas Soetensen 
into the top left comer, 


Danes Czech out 
EM DENMARK..................0 


Deen CZECH REPUBLIC .........3 


Tt was the second goal at 
Euro 2004 for Koller, who at 
6-foot-8 is the tallest player 
in the competition. 

The Czechs tightened 
their grip in the 63rd minute 
when they increased their 
advantage with a swift 
counter-attack, 

Poborsky’s clever 
throughball found Baros 
who outpaced Danish cap- 
tain Rene Henriksen before 
lifting the ball over the 
advancing Sorensen. 


tied ara pees ik 


Seebeperest 


Baros put the result 
‘beyond doubt two minutes 
later, collecting Nedyed’s 
clever diagonal pass before 
lashing the ball into the roof 
of the net 

Czech coach Karel 
Bruckner said: “I told my 
players at half-time that the 
first half is not the most 
‘important one, 

“We, had enough energy 
fo make the difference 
because the first-team play- 
ers were rested against 
Germany. 


“But it wasn’t just about Czech Republic 
that, We won because we striker Jan Koller 
have players of high “ierarouia) 
coal std Bruckose Milan Baros. 


RESULTS 


Greece 
(Charisteas 65’) 


France 


Czech Rep. .....3 Denmark 


(Koller 49", Baros 63° & 65’) 


Semi-Finat 
Greece 
vs 


Czech Republic 
Dragao Stadium, Porto 
Friday July 2 (AET) 
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Soccer NSW's Gold 


Crawley, Blacktown City’s 
elas 


2) 


‘Golden Boot Award: Matthew Borg of Bankstown Lions with a season 
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B fnro 2004 crove stace 


‘attias Jonson's scram- 
bled goal a minute 
m time earned 


Sweden a 2-2 draw with 
Denmark that sent both 
Scandinavian rivals through to 
the Euro 2004 quarter-finals at 
the expense of Italy. 

Ttalian conspiracy theories had 
suggested the two sides would set 
up the 2-2 draw that suited both 
but there was never any sugges- 
tion of that as the teams tore into 


Sweden's Henrik Larsson (left) celebrates with teammate 
Kim Kaltstrom after scoring against Denmark. 


their resilience when Jonson 
pounced on a loose ball to beat 
Thomas Sorensen from eight 
metres. 

Both sets of fans cheered and 
danced as Sweden played keep- 
ball to close out the game and the 
two teams threw themselves skid- 
ding across the pitch to celebrate, 

The game started in torrential 
Tain and the tackles flew in from 
both sides with the ball skidding 
around on 2 pitch that had already 
been watered. 

Denmark attacked feverously 
in the first quarter of the match 
and were duly rewarded when 
Tomasson claimed the opener just 
before the half-hour mark with a 
spectacular dipping shot from 20 
metres, 

Sweden were level within two 
minutes of the re-start through 
Larsson, who raced on to a ball in 
the penalty area before being 
brought down by Sorensen. 
Larsson then stepped up to score 
his third goal of the tournament. 

Tomasson’s sharpness put the 
‘Danes back ahead on 66 minutes 
as the AC Milan striker slipped a 
low shot from eight metres for his 
third goal at Euro 2004. 

Denmark looked to be heading 
for the quarter-finals as group 
winners, holding on relatively 
comfortably before Jonson's late 
intervention. 


each other in a full-blooded con- 

test. 

"Fantastic, fantastic, it's a feel 
ing of joy that you just can't 
describe," said Sweden striker 
Henrik Larsson. 

Sweden looked to be heading 
out of the tournament as Denmark 
led 2-1 thanks to two goals from 
striker Jon Dahl Tomasson. 

‘The Swedes had already recoy- 

ered once with a Larsson penalty, 
though, and were rewarded for 


Danes and Swedes dance in the rain 


taly’s players looked utterly 
inconsolable after crashing 
out of Euro 2004 on a 


Group C match. 

Antonio Cassano's winner four 
minutes into stoppage time sent 
the players into wild celebration 
which was cut short almost imme- 
diately as news filtered through 
from Porto that Sweden and 
Denmark had drawn 2-2 — a 
result which meant Italy were out. 

Ttalian coach —_ Giovanni 
Trapattoni said his team was 
going home with their pride intact 
~ but the feeling remains that 
Italy have under-achieved. 

"We leave with our heads held 
high, especially because we 
deserved to win the previous 
match against Sweden," he said 
afterwards. 

He also complained about 
Russian referee Valentin Ivanov, 
saying: "We conceded a penalty, 
but saw at least a couple of fouls 
that could’ have given us the 
chance to equalise." 

One of those was certainly the 
76th minute foul on Cassano, 


tute Kiril Kotey and Italy should 
have been awarded a penalty. 

Bulgaria, already eliminated 
following defeats to Sweden and 
Denmark, stunned the Italians by 
taking the lead after 45 minutes 
when Petrov scored with a penal- 
ty after Marco Materazzi pulled 
Dimitar Berbatoy’s shirt, 


: 


named Man of the Match despite 
a somewhat greedy performance 
in attack. TV replays showed he 
was tripped by Bulgarian substi- 


the second half when 
Simone Perrotta 
hooked in from close 
range after the 
Bulgarians failed to 
clear their lines. 
But despite dominat- 
ing the second half, 
Italy failed to take 
the chances that 
might have taken 
them into the last 
eight. 

Cassano's winner 
was too little, too 
late, and moments 
after scoring he 
kicked at a water- 
bottle in frustration 
and just crouched on 
the wing without 
moving ‘when 
Bulgaria restarted 
the match for the last 


Despite scoring the game-winning goal _fW seconds of play- 
Antonlo Cassano looks distraught 108 time after his 
following Italy's elimination. goal. 


jeenager Wayne Rooney 
fired England to a 4-2 
comeback win oyer 
Croatia and a place in the Euro 
2004 quarter-finals after an 
another astonishing two-goal 
performance. 

With England struggling after 
Niko Kovac gave Croatia a fifth 
minute lead, Rooney set up Paul 
Scholes to score his first goal for 
his country in three years and 
then fired home a piledriver him- 
self in first-half stoppage time to 
give England a 2-1 lead at the 
break. 

The 18-year-old followed up 
with a superb run on the break to 
score his second on 68 minutes 
before [gor Tudor pulled one back 
for Croatia and Frank Lampard 
rounded off a fine victory. 

"L don't remember unyone 
making such an impact on a tour- 
nament since Pele in the 1958 
World Cup in Sweden," said 
England's Swedish Sven Goran 
Eriksson. 

England made a calamitous 
start when Milan Rapaic’s floated 
free kick fell to Kovac who fired 
home from close range in a 


“4 


The same trio did the damage 
with Owen feeding the ball wide 
for Scholes who touched it on for 
Rooney to crash an unstoppable 
22-metre shot past Butina and put 


SOA England ahead, 


England deserved their Rooney. grabbed a seoond 
waliser and in it was When Owen put him through fora 
Se Rae eae 


Rooney, this time as a provider, 
who sparked the fightback. His 
nod on from a Michael Owen 
cross fell onto the head of Scholes 
who calmly slotted home, 

Rooney had not finished with 
the Croatians yet, though, 


it 3-1 before Tudor headed home 
a free kick on 73 minutes to fire 
up the Croatians, 

But Lampard put the result 
beyond doubt with a weaving run 
and clinical finish. 


England wonder boy Wayne Rooney (right) scores his 
side's second goal against Croatia, He would later baga 
second in the 4-2 victory. 
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jwo goals from Thierry 

| Henry helped defending 

champions France book 

a quarter final place against 

Greece after the 3-1 win over 
Switzerland. 


Switzerland had battled the 
French for most of the match until 
Henry hit two well taken goals in 
the final 20 minutes to secure top 
spot in Group A, 

Coach Jacques Santini said 
France had to work hard to beat 
Switzerland. 

"It's not a relief but we had to 
go and look for this victory. These 
three matches weren't easy,” said 
Santini, 

Henry, who scored the final 
two goals for France, said: "We 
have been criticised, sometimes 
with justification. But the most 
important thing is to finish first in 
the group. 

"] have great respect for 
Greece but it's nevertheless better 
to avoid Portugal." 

‘The defending champions took 
the lead on 20 minutes thanks to a 
headed Zinedine Zidane goal, his 
third of the tournament coming 
from a Robert Pires comer kick. 


bly nervous throughout the 
second half until Henry's two late 
goals, 

Slack defending from the 
Swiss allowed Henry to latch 
onto a flick on from Louis Saha 
before steerng the ball past Jorg 


But only six minutes later 
Johann Vonlanthen equalised for 


the Swiss, becoming the youngest Stiel and into the goalkeepers 
ever goal scorer in a final tourna- right hand corner, 
ment of the European Champion- Henry bagged his second six 


ships. Vonlanthen beat goalkeeper 
Fabien Barthez with a diagonal 
shot to post the Alpine nation’s 
first goal of the tournament. 

The French were looking visi- 


minutes from time when the 
Arsenal striker surged down the 
left, before cutting inside his 
marker and scoring at the near 
Post with a vicious right foot shot. 


France's Thierry Henry (right) celebrates with teammates 
Mikael Silvestre (left) and Robert Pires after finally 
breaking his Euro 2004 goal drought with a brace against 
Switzerland, 


Euro 2004 


ermany slipped out of 

Euro 2004 after a 2-1 

defeat by a second-string 
Czech Republic. 

‘The three times champions had to 
win to guarantee their progress hav- 
ing earlier drawn with the 
Netherlands and Latvia but the 
Dutch took the runners-up spot in 
Group D after 2 3-0 win over Latvia. 

"We have to look to the future,” 
said playmaker Michael Ballack. 
"We have to work harder in view of 
the World Cup at home in 2006. 1 
can't make any accusations against 
anyone. We all worked hard but it 
wasn't good enough." 


GERMANY ...........1 
Dee CZECH REPUBLIC. 2 


Despite a fierce second-half 
onslaught Germany could not sub- 
due a Czech side showing nine 
changes from the team which beat 
the Netherlands 3-2. 

Germany did briefly lead through 
a stunning Ballack goal in the 21st 
minute. 

Bernd Schneider whipped in a 
cross from the left which midfielder 
Bastian Schweinsteiger knocked 
down into the path of Ballack who 
struck a fierce 20-metre shot past 
the helpless Jaromir Blazek. 

The advantage lasted for only 
nine minutes as Marek Heinz 
equalised with an equally-superb 


Czechs bounce for Germany 


strike. Heinz left Oliver Kahn flail- 
ing with a perfectly-placed 25-metre 
free kick into the top comer. 

With the Germans pushing for 
the winner, Czech substitute Milan 
Baros scored on the break 12 min- 
utes from time to make it three wins 
out of three. 

The victory was 
revenge of sorts for 
the Czech Republic, 
beaten by Germany 
with a golden goal in 
the final of Euro '96, 
‘and was their first win 
‘over them in regula- 
tion time since 1964 
—anun of 15 games. 

Germany's exit 
was a repeat of four © 
years ago when they 
needed to beat 
already-qualified 


Germany's Ame Friedrich (left) has his 
shot blocked by Roman Tyce (centre) and 
Tomas Galasek of the Czech Republic. 


Portugal to reach the last eight but 
lost 3-0, 

‘They bounced back to reach the 
2002 World Cup final and Voeller, if 
he is still in the job, will hope for a 
similar turnaround when they host 
the 2006 edition. 


uud van Nistelrooy struck 

twice to lead the 

jetherlands to an emphat- 

ic 3-0 win over Latvia that sent 

them into the Euro 2004 quarter. 
finals, 

‘The big striker gave the Dutch 
complete control with two early 
goals aid substitute Roy Makaay 
added a third six minutes from time 
to leave their side as Group D run- 
ners-up behind the Czech Republic. 

Players linked arms and celebrat- 
ed wildly on the pitch with their 
army of orange-clad fans when their 
qualification was confirmed. 

The Czechs finished the group 


[aan NETHERLANDS .....3 


with a maximum nine points after a 
2-1 victory over Germany. 

"Lam relieved we are in the quar- 
ter-finals because it has been a 
tough period especially after the 
game against the Czechs when we 
suffered a lot of criticism which was 
focused on me," coach Dick 
Advocaat said. 

Man-of-the-match Van 
Nistelrooy broke the deadlock after 
27 minutes when he sent goalkeeper 
‘Aleksandrs Kolinko the wrong way 
from the penalty spot after Latvia 
captain Vitalijs Astafjevs had 
tripped Edgar Davids in the box. 

‘The striker made it 2-0 after 35 


Van the man for Dutch 


minutes when a Clarence Seedorf 
free kick eluded the keeper and was 
headed back from beyond the far 


Dutch players celebrate their 
progression to the 
quarter-finals after beating 
Latvia In Braga. 


post by Philip Cocu for the forward 
to nod down over the line from 
close range. 

‘Van Nistelrooy should have com- 
pleted his hat-trick after 41 minutes 
when he blasted a fierce volley 
straight at Kolinko, Latvia's out- 
standing player, when it seemed a 
goal was certain. 

Young winger Arjen Robben was 
again an inspiration for the 
Netherlands, and his weaving run 
set up the third and final goal. His 
lay-off fell to Makaay who calmly 
slotted to the left of Kolinko. 

Latvia coach —Aleksandrs 
Starkoys was satisfied with his 
side's debut at a major tournament. 

“Our team showed potential. We 
put in a great effort but the result 
today was not so good. We were too 
afraid of making mistakes and they 
had more experience.” 


CHAMPIONS. 
tncue, 


UEFA CUP - FIRST. QUALIFYING ROUND 


First legs - July 15 


NORTHERN GROUP: Levadia 
Tallinn (Estonia) vs Bohemians 
(Ireland), Haverfordwest (Wales) vs 
Hafnarfjordur (Iceland), Osters 
(Sweden) vs TNS Llansantffraid 
(Wales), Portadown (Nlreland) vs 
Zalsgiris (Lithuania), B68 Toft (Faroe 
Is.) ys Ventspils (Latvia), Haka 
Valkeakoski (Finland) ys Etzella 
Ettelbruck (Luxembourg), Ekranas 
(Lithuania) vs Dudelange 
(Luxembourg), Vaduz (Liechtenstein) 
ys Longford Town (Ireland), B36 
Torshavn (Farce Is.) vs Liepajas 
Metalurgs (Latvia), Allianssi (Finland) 
vs Glentoran (NdJreland), TA Akranes 
(Iceland) vs TVMK Tallinn (Estonia). 


SOUTHERN-MEDITER- 
RANEAN GROUP: Sileks Kratovo 
(Macedonia) vs Maribor (Slovenia), 
Primorje (Slovenia) vs Marsaxlokk 


Second legs - July 29 


(Malia), Zeljeznicar Sarajevo (Bosnia) 
ys Pennarossa (San Marino), Diramo 
Tirana (Albania) ys Otelul Galati 
(Romania), Modrica Maxima (Bosnia) 
vs Santa Coloma (Andorra), Omonia 
Nicosia (Cyprus) vs Sloga Jugomagnat 
Skopje (Macedonia), Partizani Tirana 
(Albania) vs Birkirkara (Malta). 


CENTRAL-EASTERN GROUP: 
lichivets Mariupol (Ukraine) vs 
Bapants (Armenia), Shamkir 
(Azerbaijan) vs FC Tbilisi (Georgia), 
BATE Borisov (Belarus) vs Dinamo 
Thilisi (Georgia), Shirak Giumri 
(Armenia) vs Sheriff Tiraspol 
(Moldova), Nistru Otachi (Moldova) vs 
Shakhtyor Soligorsk (Belarus), MIKA 
Ashtarak (Armenia) vs Kispest Honved 
(Hungary), Banska Bystrica (Slovakia) 
vs Karabakh (Azerbaijan), 


EURO DRAWS 


CHAMPIONS LGE - FIRST QUALIFYING ROUND 


First legs - July 14 


Match 1: KR Reykjavik (Iceland) 
vs Shelbourne (Ireland) Match 2: 
Skonto RIGA (Latvia) vs Rhyl (Wales) 
Match 3: Flora Tallinn (Estonia) vs 
Nova Gorica (Slovenia) Mateh 4: HJK 
Helsinki (Finland) vs Linfield 
(Nireland) Match 5: Pobeda Prilep 
(Macedonia) vs Pyunik (Armenia) 
Match 6: Sheriff Tiraspol (Moldova) 


Second legs - July 21 


vs Jeunesse Esch (Luxembourg) 
Match 7: WIT Georgia Tbilisi 
(Georgia) vs HB Torshavn (Faroe 
Islands) Match 8: Sliema Wanderers 
(Malta) vs Kaunas (Lithuania) Match 
9: Siroki Brijeg (Bosnia) vs Neftchi 
Baku (Azerbaijan) Match 10: Gomel 
(Belarus) vs Tirana (Albania) 


CHAMPIONS LGE - SECOND QUALIFYING ROUND 


First legs - July 28 


Winner match 5 vs Shakhtar 
Donetsk (Ukraine), APOEL Nicosia 
(Cyprus) vs Sparta Prague (Czech 
Rep), Rosenborg (Norway) vs Winner 
match 6, Young Boys (Switzerland) vs 
Red Star Belgrade (Serbia & 
Montenegro), Winner match 3 vs 
Copenhagen (Denmark), Winner match 
9. v CSKA Moscow (Russia), Zilina 
(Slovakia) vs Dinamo Bucharest 


Second legs - August 4 


(Romania), Winner match 4 vs 
Maccabi Tel Aviv (Israel), Winner 
match 2 v Trabzonspor (Turkey), Club 
Bruges (Belgium) vs Lokomotiv 
Plovdiv (Bulgaria), Winner match 10-v 
Ferencvaros (Hungary), Hajduk Split 
(Croatia) vs Winner match 1, 
Djurgarden (Sweden) vs Winner match 
8, Winner match 7 ys Wisla Krakow 
Poland). 


TO DATE 


GROUP A 


1 Greece 


Russia .... 


Fi 
3 
3 
3 
3 


\Croatia .. 


England... 


Switzerland 


Switzeriand 


France 
England 
Croatia 
Switzerland 


GROUP C 


Italy... 
Bulgaria 
Sweden 


P 
3 
3 
3 
Bulgaria 3 
GROUP D 


Germany ... 
Czech Rep 
Latvia .. 
Netherlands 
Czech Rep. 
Netherland . 


Latvia 
Germany 
Czech Rep 
Germany 


Czech Rep 
Netherlands 
Germany 
Latvia 


France . . 
Czech Rep . 
Portugal . 
Sweden . 


0 
3 
2(6) 
.0 (4) 


SEMI-FINALS 

Thursday, July 1 (AET) 

Portugal vs Netherlands 
José Alvalade, Lisbon 


England . 


Friday July 2 (AET) 
Greece vs Czech Republic 
Dragao Stadium, Porto 


FINAL 


Monday, July 5 (AET) 
Luz Stadium, Lisbon 
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-1 Netherlands . 


Latvia ....- 


QUARTER-FINALS 


Netherlands . 
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Six goal scorcher for 
Stanmore as Dawd fires 


‘awks midfielder Sam Dawd put 
H: a four goal scorcher to see 

the Hawks run riot over a lack- 
Instre Hajduk side, 

A relative unknown in footballing 
terms, Dawd made Hajduk pay for some 
very loose defending, scoring three goals 
from open play and once from the penal- 
ty spot, as he took his side back to the top 
of the competition table. 

“| definitely wasn’t expecting a result 
like that,” Hawks coach Sotiri Mavros 
said. 

“We went into the match light on for 
defenders but all the accolades’ went to 
Sam; what a match for him, it was like a 


With the spotlight firmly on the 
Stanmore back four it was Hajduk who 
|| mace the most of the early running. 

Without the injured Scott Baillie to 
solidify the Stanmore defence, the visi- 
tors struggled to cope with the hard run- 
ning United forwards and it was no 
Surprise to see them fall behind 1-0 in the 

|) 34th minute to a Mark Abi-Arrage strike. 

Abi-Arrage, more noted for his defen- 
sive prowess than his efforts as a goal 
scorer, was left unattended at the back 
post, as Stanmore struggled to cope under 
some fierce pressure, 

With the momentum of the game clear- 
ly with the home side, it was time for Sam 
Dawd to make his mark. A minute before 
the break Dawd levelled the scores, calm- 
ly rodding home a header from a Pablo 
Cardozo comer. 

‘The half time interruption was no bar- 
tier as the procession continued. Dawd 
seored number two in the 50th minute 
when he calmly chested down a cross 


from Neil Phillipou and beat an advane- 
ing Daniel Schwarzer with a first time 
shot. 

‘A calmly taken penalty for number 
three in the 66th, after Sam Awad was 
bought down by Mark Jorfino, was 
matched by another quality finish in the 
77th minute when he put away another 
header after a Cardozo shot had hit the 
crossbar. 

Mavros gave the tired striker an early 
shower two minutes after his fourth goal 
with his side leading by a comfortable 
5-2, 

“I felt the first thirty minutes of the 
match were quite even,” Mavros said. 

“We were down 1-0 and in some trou- 
ble but the turning point seemed to come 
when Glenn Moss pulled off a great one 
on one save from Tim Gledhill. After that 
we just clicked into gear and Sam took 
care of the rest.” 

Despite some minor hiccups, Stanmore 
were a cut above Hajduk, who rarely 
threatened. 

Gledhill did find the net with a strike 
from a tight angle midway through the 
second half taking the score back to 3-1, 
but rarely did they show enough drive to 
suggest they were in with a chance of 
staging a fight back. 

Led by Awad and Cardozo the 
Stanmore midfield was just too quick and 
deftly exposed the defensive frailties of 
Hajduk down both flanks; utility Chad 
Gibson also chimed in with some quality 
runs through the centre of the park. 

‘Mavros even bad the luxury of intro- 
ducing new signing Ivan Zelic for a brief 
‘cameo appearance late in the game, 
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Too much Bulls for ZSC 


Hurstville ZSC v 


two goal blast for the Fairfield 

Bulls secured his team a com~ 
fortable 3-0 win over Hurstville ZSC 
at Hurstville Oval on Sunday. 

Ghisso’s two goals in the 84th minute 
put a gloss on the win for the Bulls, but 
it was Tolgay Ozbey’s superb strike after 
37 minutes that had the biggest impact 
on the game, 

‘The game was in need of some magic 
after the first 30 minutes in which both 
sides competed well but looked unlikely 
to break the deadlock 

It was Ozbey who took the initiative, 
controlling a long ball on his chest, turn- 
ing and half volleying an unstoppable 
shot beyond the despairing dive of 
Hurstville goalkeeper Fermandez, 

Hurstville coach John Gagro admitted 
that falling a goal behind at that crucial 
stage in the match led him to rethink his 
approach. 

“After we conceded the first goal I 
changed the formation. We ended up 
throwing ourselves forward and then 
they hit us on the break,” Gagro said. 

“Fairfield's successful counter-attack- 
ing was partly our own fault because we 
kept losing the ball and inviting them 
onto us, We probably should have been 
more patient.” 

At first the Bulls counter attacks pro- 
duced nothing but a series of frustrating 
offside decisions, before Ozbey almost 
scored a second in the 60th minute. 


S=: sub Johnny Ghisso’s late 


‘Then on 67 minutes Fairfield coach 
Hugh McCrory made a double substitu- 
tion, bringing on Michael Cindric and 
Johnny Ghisso for Mick Oliveris and 
Lisandro Berbis. 

“The reason I made the changes was 
they were just starting to get a bit tired, 
otherwise I would have left things as 
they were,” McCrory said. 

“Johnny Ghisso hasn't been training, 
that’s why he’s not starting, and he’s 
only getting half an hour at the 
moment.” 

But 30 minutes was more than Ghisso 
needed, after 25 minutes he had scored 
the two goals that killed off any remain- 
ing chance Hurstville had of getting 
back in the game and securing all three 
points for the Bulls. 

His first, from 20 metres out on the 
right hand side of the goalkeeper’s area, 
was a rocket that blasted straight into the 
near side top corer of the net. 

His next goal came less than 60 sec- 
onds later after good work in the box by 
fellow Bulls subsitute Samir Isa who fed 
the ball to Ghisso on the left hand side. 

This time he struck the ball hard and 
low across the face of the goal into the 
bottom right hand corner. 

After the game Bulls coach McCrory 
said he thought his team were dominant 
throughout the match and should have 
scored more. 

“They’ve had one cross in the first 
half, apart from that they had a free kick 
and the keeper has saved it. Other than 
that they didn't really do anything,” 
McCrory said, 

“We made all the play and I was 
pleased with Tolgay Ozbey who scored 
the fist goal. 
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“Also the boys in the middle of the 
pitch played well, Lisandro Berbis did 
really well, working hard and battling 
the whole time, He was probably our 
best player.” 

‘The result consolidates the Bulls posi- 
tion in the League’s top four, but does 
little for Hurstville ZSC whose third loss 
on the spin sees them sliding down the 
table, 

Gagro said he was very disappointed 
with the result, especially as his team 
have now let in ten goals and only 
scored one in their last three fixtures. 

“Michael Cunico played well for us; 
he worked hard all game in the middle of 
the park, we need more like him. 

“Our strikers probably lacked a bit of 
strength and didn’t hold onto the ball 
‘well enough. The defence is very good 
this year, the best part of our game, but 
it just isn't enough.” 


---MINSIDE.-- 
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‘anly Warringah Dolphins 
will go into next Sunday’s 
top of the table clash with 

|| Stanmore Hawks without first choice 
goalkeeper Paul Henderson. 

Henderson will this week fly out for 
Britain in his continuing quest for a pro- 

|| fessional contract in Europe, 

The former Northem Spirit keeper 
made a farewell appearance for the 
Dolphins in the 4-1 win over MSC 
Liverpool at Cromer Park on Sunday. 

Henderson could be away for as little 

|| a fortnight or may not return, depending 
‘on his showing in a number of trial 


His impending departure has forced 
the Dolphins to make an emergency 
signing of anew keeper at a crucial time 
of the season. 

Fortunately for Dolphins player and 
coach Phil Moss, the negotiations were 
short and sweet, 

Moss turned to Manly keeper and 
coach Bob Catlin with an offer he 
couldn't resist. 

As a result, the NSL veteran with a 


SOCCER NSW < 
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Socceroo cap to his name will step into 
the breach for the big game against 
Stanmore, 

“Hendo goes with our best wishes, 
because we know how determined he is 
to havea crack at professional football in 
the UK,” Moss said. 

“The timing is a little bit awkward 
with the big game coming up, but having 
said that we won't really miss a beat. 

“Bobby Catlin’s been around the team 
all season; he's been training just as hard 
as normal so I’m very comfortable with 
things.” 

Catlin played for Canterbury 
Marrickville in the NSW Premier 
League regular season that finished in 
May, so he’s had little time to go rusty. 

Given the rock solid form of the 
Dolphins defence, Moss has good reason 
to feel his team can overcome the dis- 
traction of a goalkeeping change. The 
Dolphins have conceded just 14 goals in 
17 matches. 

Ironically, the Winter Super League’s 
best defence coughed up a soft goal 
against Liverpool because of a handling 
ertor by Henderson. 

The Dolphins appeared to be cruising 


MEG, 


to a regulation three points at the 
expense of the struggling MSC outfit, 
holding a 1-0 lead when Henderson 
spilled a cross under pressure # minute 
before half time. 

As Henderson tried to recover his 
lines the ball fell to Paul Bourke, who 
drilled his shot low and hard into the 
unguarded goal through a maze of 
Manly Warringah defenders. 

“rhat goal brought a spark to a game 
that was otherwise heading for an 
inevitable conclusion when second place 
plays second last. 

‘The Dolphins started slowly, but all 
seemed in order when Ashley Short’s 
superb free kick bent around the 
Liverpool wall after 30 minutes. 

The only task for Liverpool keeper 
Nicolas Jelic was to retrieve the ball 
from the net and ponder how Short made 

such easy work of the 
angles, 

But it was all square 
at the interval and 
Manly Warringah was 
feeling the expectation 
‘of the big crowd in 
attendance for the offi- 
cial opening of. the 
Lucas Neill Stand (see 
story on page 23). 

And for 15 minutes 
after the interval, MSC 
Liverpool played with 
enough confidence and 
resolve to put an upset 
of some sort on the 
agenda. But only for 15 
minutes. 

On the hour a simple 
tumover unhinged the 
Liverpool defence and 
in the blink of an eye 
Brent Fisher was 
through on goal. The 
Kiwi hot shot was 
unfazed as he planted 
the ball past Jelic. 

Two minutes later 
Steve Berry rose for a 
text book header from 
Short's comer and that 
was that. Normal trans- 
mission was restored. 

Fisher’s second for 
the day, a rasping shot 
on the turn, showed the 
Dolphins are well and 
truly ready to confront 
top of the table 
Stanmore Hawks. 

Four wins on the trot, 
adefence that's big and 
‘mean and a key striker 


‘w MSC Liverpool 


Taking off: A Stanmore Hawks player Te recovers from a MSC challenge. 


Brent Fisher again scoring a double. 

On top of that, the Dolphins have # 
wonderful array of assets in the middle 
of the park. John Hutchinson is a 
schemer in the best sense, Ashley Short 
fires his crosses like darts at a target, 
Steve Berry brings muscle and method 
to his grafting and Brad Groves adds the 
attacking spice, 

But the.top of the table clash may well 
come down to character and Moss holds 
no fears. 

“The equaliser just before the break 
was @ set-back, but I put it to the guys 
they had a choice of wit happened 
next,” Moss said. 

“Instead of letting the heads drop, 
they could just be determined to roll over 


the top of Liverpool. That’s what hap- 
pened so I’m very pleased with the 


Liverpool coach Paul Carter was left a 
little perplexed about how a promising 
first 15 minutes after the interval could 
evaporate so quickly. 

“[ thought we had turned the comer, 
bit in a split second we conceded a goal 
out of almost nothing,” Carter said. 

“The final score line was very disap- 
pointing, but we have a young team and 
on days like these not everything is lost. 
We will leam a bit from this.” 

Liverpool’s cause will be helped by 
the return next week of key defender 
Peter Moon. 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 18: 

GRADE 13: Sydney Olympic 2 Macarthur Rams 5, 
Parramatta Eagles 1 Newoastlo Uritod 1, Sydnoy 
Unlied 8 Marconi Stallions 2, Blacktown City Demons 2 
Wollongong Wolves 2, Gladesvile Spirt SC 1 
Barkstowm City Cubs 2, Sutherland Shire Sharks 0 
‘Hekduk Wanderers Utd 1, ALLA, Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Contral Coast FC 0. 

‘GRADE 14: Sydney Olymple 4 Macarthur Rams 4, 
Parramatta Eagles 1 Newoaste United 0, Syeney 
United 1 Marconi Salons 5, Blacktown City Demons 2 
Wollongong Woes 2, Gladesvile Spirit SC 2 
Bankstown City Cubs 1, Sutherland Shire Sharks 1 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 1, ALLA. Leichhardt Tigers 0. 
Central Coast FC 8. 

(GRADE 15: Sydney Olymple: 1 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Parramatta Eagles 2 Newcaste United 0, Sydney 
United 2 Marconi Stalions 0, Blacktown Cty Demons 1 
Wollongong Wohes 2, Giadesvile Spit SC 2 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Sutherland Shire Sharks 3 
Haiduk Wanderers Utd 0, A.P..A. Leichhardt Tigers 1 
Central Coast FC 0. 

GRADE 16: Sycney Olympic 1 Macarthur Rams 0, 
Parramatta Eagles 2 Newcaste Urited 1, Sydney 
United 2 Marconi Salions 4, Blacktown City Demons 4 
Wollongong Wohes 0, Gladesvile Spit SC 0 
Bankstown City Cubs 2, Sutherland Shire Sharks 3 
Hajduk Wandorore Utd't, ALA. Leichhardt Tigors 1 
Gentral Coast FC 0. 

GRADE 18: Sydney Olympic 2 Macafthur Rams §, 
Parramatta Eagles 2 Newoaste United 1, Sydney 
United 0 Marconi Stafions 2, Blacktown City Demons 1 
Wollongong Wolves 0, Gladosvila Spirit SC 2 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Sutherland) Shire Sharks 1 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 3, APA, Leichhardt Tigers 
‘Central Coast FC 2 


RESCHEDULED GAME: ROUND 20: 
GRADE 15: Parramatta Eagles 2 Sydney United 1, 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
‘GRADE 13 


Blacktown City 
Sydney United 
Marconi Stalions 18 11 
Parramatta Eagies 18 9 
Bankstown City Cubs 18 10 
Hajduk Wanderers 18 10 
APIA, Leichhardt 18. 
Gladesvile Spirt SC 18 
Wolkingong Wolves. 18: 
Noweastla United FC 18 
‘Sydney Olympic 18. 
Central Coast United 18. 
Sutherland Shire * 18 
Macenthur Rams 18 


1813 
18 12 


BESBVBRsEEn 


Marcon Stlions 
Blacktown City 18 12 
Parramatta Eagles 18 12 
Giladesiile Spit SC 18 10 
Wollongong Wolves 18 10 
Sydney Olympic 18 
Newcasta Unted FC 18 
Sutherland Shire 18 
Bankstown City Cubs 18, 
Hajduk Wanderers. 18 
APLA Leichhardt 18 
Sydney Unted 18 
Macarthur Rams 18 
Central Coast United 18 


1819 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 15 


PWDL 
1813 
18 12 
1812 


AD 
2 17 
7 2 
17 2 
1 18 


Marconi Stallions 2 
Parramatta Eagles, 4 
‘Sydney Olympic a 
Gladesvile Spit SC 18 10 5 
Biackown City 18 10 3 
Central Coast United 18. 7 4 Paes 
Sydney Unted 17 7-2 pe 4 
2 
5 
p 
5 
6 
7 
1 


8 
8 
eBRTSSBSRBRBsSy 


Newcastle Unted FC 18 m3 
Macarthur Rams 18 3818 
APIA Leichhardt 18 7 6 
Bankstown City Cubs 17 18-10 
Sutherland Shire 18. MT 
Wolkngang Wolves. 18 a5 
Hajouk Wanderets 18 3447 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 16 


PWOLFAD 
Parramatia Eagles 18 14 2 
Syinay Olympic 18 10 
Marconi Staliens 18 
Sydney United 18. 
Bankstown Ciy Cubs 18 
Sutherland Shire 18 
Blacktown City 18 
Giadesvila Spirt SC 18 
APIA, Leichhardt 18 
Newcastle United FC 18 
Wollongong Wohes 18 
Macarthur Rams 18 
Hajduk Wanderers 18 
Central Coast United 18, 


25 
27 
27 
24 
25 
at 
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3 
8 
2 
4 
1 
6 
6 
4 
6 
8 
5 
3 
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Parramatta Eagles 90 55 20 14 162 59 103188 
Marconi Siaiions 90 §7 16 17 198 79 120187 
Blacktown Cty 90 53.17 20 176 76 100176 
Gladesville Spit SC 90 45 21 24 137 93.44 156, 
‘Sycney Olympic - 89 44 15 90 149 107 42147 
Sycney United 89 98 11 40 139 130 9125 
Wollongong Wolves 86 31 23 35 118 124 6 116 
Bankstown City Cubs 89 31 18 39 100 109 -9 112 
APIA, Leichhardt 90 29 23 98 90 128 -38110 
Sutherland Shire 90 28 19 42 121 131 -10106 
Newcastle United FC 89 2B 20 41 119 157 -98104 
Hisjduk Wanderers 90 23 19 48 85 168 -83 88 
Macarthur Rams 90 18 17 S4 100 222 -12274 
Cental Coast Uld 89 15 18 58 70 182 -11263, 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 16: 

GRADE 13: Manly Warringah Dojphins 7 Fairfield 
Bulls 0, Penrith Nepoan United 1 Bomyrigg White 
Eagles 1, St George Saints 2 Fraser Park- Canterbury 
©, Southem Branch 5 Norinem Tigers 1, Granvile Rage 
1 Hills United 0, Schofields Scorpions 2 Parramatta 
Star 2. 

‘GRADE 14: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 Failed 
Bulls 0, Penrith Nepean United-0 Bonnyrigg White 
gles 0, St George Saints 5 Fraser Park- Canterbury 
0, Souther Branch 2 Northem Tigers 0, Grenville Rage 
1 Hills Unted 8, Schofields Scorpions 0 Parramatta 
Stari 

(GRADE 15: Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 Faiield 
Buls 4, Pent Nepean United 0 Bonnyrigg White 
Ezgles 0, St George Sains 4 Fraser Park - Canterbury 
0, Southern Branch 1 Norfern Tigers 2, Granvile Rage 
4 Hills United 0, Schofields Scompions 3 Parramatta 
Star 0. 

‘GRADE 16: Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 Faifieks 
Bulls 0, Penrith Nepean United & Somnyrigg White 
Eagles 0, St George Sains 0 Fraser Park- Canterbury 
0, Souther Branch 2 Northem Tigers 1, Granvile Rage 
2 Hills United 1, Schofields Scorpions 2 Parramatta 
Sta, 

GRADE 18: Manly Warringah Dojphihs 6 Fairiid 
Bulis 0, Penrth Nepean United 2 Bonyrigg White 
Eagles 0, St George Saints 4 Fraser Park - Canterbury 
©, Southern Branch 2 Northem Tigers’, Granvile Fisge 
0 Hits Lnited 6, Schofields Scorpions | Parramatta 
Str2, 


Fraser Pk ~Cury 

Schofield Scorplons 16 
Hills United Brumbies 18 
Northen Tiers 16 
Fairfield Buls 18 3 
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‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 14 


PW 
St George 1612 
Marly Warringah - 16 41 
Penrith Nepean Utd 16 
Schofield Scorpions 16 
Bomytigg WE 16: 
Granvile Rage 16 
Hie United Brumbies 16 
Southem Branch 16 
Faitield Bus 16 
Fraser Pk-Cury 16 
Norhem Tiers 16 
Penramatta Star 16 


3 
14 
" 
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‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 15 


Pw 
Northam Tigers 16 13 
Schofield Scompions 16-12 
Bonnyrgg WE 16 10 
StGeorge 16 10 
Penrith Nepean Utd. 16: 
Southem Branch 16 
Hils Unted Brumbies 16 
Parramatta Star 16 
Granite Rage 16. 
FraserPk-Cbuy 16 
Manly Waningah 16 
Faifiaid Bus 16 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 16 
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‘Manly Waringah 
Fifield Bulls 

Northem Tigars 
StGeorge 

Hills United Brumbies 16 
Schofield Scorpions 16 
Penrith Nepean Ut! 16 
Southem Branch 18. 
Bonnyrigg WE 16. 
Fraser Park- Crbuy 16 
ramvile Rage 16 


enon sie 
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A DPis 
70 79168 
0G 64156 
TT 45138 


Manly Waringah 1 
182 
122 
134, 9440133 
4 
196 


S{George 0 
Penrth Nepean Uid 2 
Bonnyrigg NE Ey 
Parramatta Star a7 
Schotield Scorpions 20 
Northern Tigers 38 99 118 -25104 
Southern Branch 95 114 198 28 97 
Hils United Brumbies 80 27 12 41 114 126 12 93 
Granvile Page 60 22 12 46 G2 151 -£9 78 
Feifield Bus 80-48 17.45 BS 155-72 71 
FraserPx-Cury 8015 21 44 75 180 -75 66 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 16: 

GRADE 13: Camden Tigers 0 Bathurst 75 Westem 
2, Hurstile City Minotaurs 0 Dutwich Hill 2, Mt Druitt 
‘Town Rengers 0 Wollongong United 0, Belmore 
Hercules 2 Ryde Cy 0, Stanmore Hawks O Rockdale 
City Suns 2. 

‘GRADE 14: Camden Tigers 0 Bathurst 75 Westem 
3, Hurstlle City Minotaurs 2 Dutwich Hil, Mt Druitt 
‘Town Rangers 1 Wollongong United 0, Belmore 
Heroules 2 Ryde City 8, Stanmore Hawks 0 Rockdale 
City Sune 2. 

‘GRADE 15: Camden Tigers 1 Bathurst 75 Wester 
4, Hurstvile Gy Minotzurs 1 Dulwich Hil, Mt Dru 
‘Town Rangers 0 Wollongong United 1, Belmore 
Hercules 0 Ryde City 2, Stanmore Hawks 0 Rockdale 
City Suns 1, 

GRADE 16: Camden Tigers 3 Bathurst 75 Westem, 
0, Hurstvila City Minotaurs 2 Dulwich Hill, Mt Dru 
TTown Rangers 0 Wollongong United 1, Belmore 
Hercules 4 Ryde City 1, Stanmore Hawks Rockdale 
Cy Suns Abandoned. 

‘GRADE 18: Camden Tigers 1 Balhursi 75 Westen 
0, Hurstville City Minotaurs 0 Dulwich Hil 2, Mt Druitt 
‘Town Rangers 3 Wollongong Unite 0 (Win by Fort), 
Belmore Hercules 1 Ryde City 2, Stanmore Hawks 5 
Fockdale City Suns S, 
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7 117 30125 
117.19 124 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE13 


‘Wollongong United 
Belmore Hercules 


Dulwich Hil 
Ryde City 
Rockdale Gity Suns 
Hiurstile City Min 
‘Stanmore Hawks 


18 8 
27 
61 50 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 14 


PW 
Bathurst 75 Westen 14 13 
Boiners Hercules 15 12 
Mt Druitt Town Ran 14 
Ryde City 14 
Rockdale City Suns 15 
Hurstville Cy Min 15 
CamdenTiges 15 
Dutnich Hl “4 
‘SUEastem Lions 14 

6 

8 
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MtDnutt Town Ran 14 
Stanmore Hawks 15 


#Es2580 
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Camden Tigers 14-9 
Dulwich Hil 1410 
Hurstvile Cty Min 15 9 
Wollongeng United 15 8 
BeimoreHercules 15 8 
Bathurst'75NWestem 14 5 
Rockdale Cty Suns 13. 5 
MeDrutttTown Ran 14 4 
Ryde City 42 
Slanmore Hawks 141 
SUEastem ons 14 1 


30 44 
40-30 
41 28 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 18 


Pw 
61 
410 
59 


Camden Tigers 
Ryde City 

Stanmore Hawks 
Duiwich Hil us 
Hustvlle Cly Min 15 8 
Balhuist 75/Wesien 14 7 
MDuittTown 14-6 
SU Easter Lions 14 4 
Rockdale Oly Suns 15- 3 
Belmore Hercules 15-3 
Wollngong United 15 0 


won usd888o 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
COMBINED 


PWOL F A OP 
Bathurst 75Westem 70 G7 14 19 131 85 46125 
Dulwich Hit 43 21 141 90 51121 
Camden Tigers $¢ 24 16689 77 122 
Ryde City 11.25 $38 t10 28 118 
Belmore Horcules 40 28 190 116 14121 
Hurstvile City Min 42 90 121 104 17 114 
‘Wollongong United ¥2 82 128° 203 -75105, 
‘Mt Druitt Town Fan 12:90 8 85 1 96 
‘SU Eastemn Lions 41 83 104 121 -17 89 
Rockdale Cty Surs 1892 19 6 3 a7 
Stanmore Hawks 74 107 57 82 227 -14537 


S.S.L. GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND 16: 

GRADE 12: North West Sydney Koalas 0 
Sutherland Association 2, Wollongong Wolves 2 
Central Coast FC 5, Marconi 1 UNSW 1, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2 Northern Tigers 1, Macarthur 
Flams 0 Southem Branch 1, Nepean Assocation 3 St 
George Assocition 1 

GRADE 14: North West Sydney Koalas 2 
‘Sutherland Association 0, Wollongong Wolves 1 
Central Coast FC 1, Marcon! 0 UNSW 0, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 1 Northem Tigers 0, Macarthur 
‘Rams 6 Southem Branch 1, Nepean Associaton 2 St 
George Associaton 1. 

GRADE 16: North West Sydney Koalas 3 
Suthertand Association 2, Wollongong Wolves 1 
Central Coast FC 2, Marconi 3 UNSW 0, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 8 Northern Tigers 0, Macarthur 
ams 0 Southern Branch 1, Nepean Association 4 St 
George Associaton 0. 


‘$8.1. GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE, 
GRADE 12 


PW 
15 13 
15 13 
1812 
1510 


‘Manly Warringah 
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‘Wollongong Wolves. 15 


S.$.1. GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE, 
GRADE 14 


Pw 
NW Sydney Koalas 15 11 
Manly Waringah 15 11 
StGeorge Assoc 15 11 
Materhur Rams 15 tt 
Nepean Association 15 
Sutherland Assos 15 
Souther Branch 15 
Central Coast United 14 
Wollongong Wolves. 15: 
Marconi Stalions 15 
Northem Tigers 15 
Blacktown Assoc 14 
UNSW “ 
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GRADE 11: Canterbury Assocation 2 Gladesvile 
Homsby Association 1, Central Coast Association 0 
‘Granville Association 1, Eastern Suburts Associafon 0 
Manly Warringati Association 3, Nepean Association 5 
Ku-Ring-Gai Associaton 0, llawarra Association 2 St 
George Association 0, Southern Brarch 0 Southern 
Districts 9, Blacktown Association 5 Macarthur 
Association 2. 

‘GRADE 12: Canterbury Association 0 Gladesvile 
Homsby Association 3, Central Coast Association 0 
‘Granville Association 1, Eastem Suburts Association 1 
Manly Warringah Associaton 3, Nepean Assocation 1 
Ku-Ring-Gai Association 2, Bankstown Association 
Sutherland Association, Wawara Assocation 0 St 
George Association 2, Southem Brarch 1 Southem 
Districts 2, Blacktown Association 1 Macarthur 
‘Association 


attack UNDER 11 
METROPOLITAN LEAGUE 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


Nepean 

Granvile 

Canterbury 
Manly-Warringah 
Gladesvie-Homsby 
Central Coast 
Ku-Ring-Gai " 
Eastem Sububs 
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attack UNDER 11 
METROPOLITAN LEAGUE 
‘SOUTHERN CONFERENCE. 


Southern Districts 
Blacktown 
Wawarra 
Sutteriand 

St George 
Macarthur 
Bankstown 
‘Souhem Branch 
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Gladesvile-Homsby 1} 10 
Maniy- Warringah 

Granvile 

Ku-Ring-Gab 

Central Coast 


For all the latest 
news, 
results and 
information see 
www.soccernsw. 
com.au 


Son of occa 

Australia’s midfield for the 2026 
World Cup received a major boost this 
week with the birth of Kierry James, the 
first born son of Rockdale City Suns mid- 
fielder Harry James, 

Now with Wollongong Olympic in the 
Illawarra League, James has been sport- 
ing a smile a mile wide handing out cig- 
ars to all and sundry as he celebrates the 
birth. From all reports mum Gloria and 
little Kierry are both at home and doing 
exceptionally well, Hany i is also happy to 
report the little tiger is kicking neatly off 
both feet! 

| While ‘on the subject of babies; the ref- 
erees ranks is in for a much needed boost 
later in the year with Matthew and Heidi 
Breeze expecting their first child in 
December. 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 17: 

FIRST GRADE: Sutherland Shire Sharks 1 (A 
‘Manmolti 12m) Hurstville City Minotaurs 1 (@ 
Lagoudahis 17m), Manly Warringah Doiphins 4 (a 
Short 30m B Fisher 59/70m S-Beny 61m) MSC 
Uverpeol 1 (P Bourke 44m), Ayde City 0 Macarthur 
ams 2 (A Borg 4/60m), Sydney University 2(G Sama 
‘8m R Smithies 65m pen) Dutwich Hil 4 (MM Fee 
27780m J Nikas 38m C Veiovsk 63m), Northem Tigers 
4(A Foti 535m J Simpsan 55m T Miluskl 90m) Fraser 
Park Dragons 3 (T Balabanel 40m E Papageorgiou 
53m A Mailer 94m), Hurstvile ZSC 0 Fairfield Bulls 
(T Ozbey 3m J Ghisso esresm), Haldux Wanderers 
United 2 (M Ab-Arrage 36m T Glechil 71m) Stanmore 
Hawks 6 (S Dawd 45/60/86 pen/77m P Cardoza 46m 
C Gbsson Sim), 

GRADE 20: Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 MSC 
LUiverpoo! 0, Ryde City 2 Macarthur Rams 2, Sydney 
University 0 Dulwich Hil 2, Norhem Tigers t Fraser 
Patk Dragons 1, Hurstvile ZSC 1 Feirfeld Bula 4, 
Hajduk Wanderers United 2 Stanmore Hawks 1, 
‘Sutherland Shire Sharks 2 Hursfile Cty Minotaurs 0, 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 
FIRST GRADE, 


a> 


Stanmore Hawks 
Manly Warringah 
Heide Wanderers 
Field Bulls 
Macarthur Fans. 
Fraser Pk Dragos 
Hurstville ZSC 
‘Sydney University 
Sutherland Starks 
Northem Tigas 
Dulwich Hil 
Furstvle Cy Min 
MSC. Liverpool 
ide City 


Lod OL LOMsosNo 


SRSLSsuuBad 


@SIBRESRRSBesee 


8 


D Pt 
6 49 
14 95 
18 34 


Haiduk Wanderers 17 11 2 
Sutherland Sharks 17 11 1 


One of Australia’s few FIFA badge 
holders, Matthew is off to Japan next 


team friendly series featuring Japan, 
Slovakia and Serbia- Montenegro. FTS 
wishes both families the best of luck with 
their additions. 


Savoea’s Euro 
2004 


While Euro 2004 has been on every- 
body’s mind the past few weeks, there 
have been a few Aussies soaking up the 
atmosphere of one of the worlds premier 
sporting events. 

Vince Savoca, St George midfielder 
extraordinaire has managed to convince 
his new wife that a honeymoon at Eurois 
the way to go, taking in the recent 
Porigal v Spain game after celebrating 

his recent nuptials. 

Dulwich Hill midfielder John 
Theodoropoulos was just one of many 
crazy Greek fans who indulged himself in 
the streets of Lisbon after watching his 
beloved ‘Greek side defeat France 1-0. 
John was quick to point out that his 
Tesemblance to the guy runnirig nude out- 
side the Estadio Jose Alvalade is merely 
coincidental! 


Rockdale awards 
Rockdale City Suns held their annual 
club presentation night two weekends 


Dulwich Hil 17 10 24 
Fairfield Bus 17 
Fraser Pk Dragons 17 6 
Nothem Tigers 17 
MSC, Liverpool 17 § 
Macarthur Rams 17 § 
7s 
cla 
v4 
73 
72 


ers 


Roe 


Sydney Universty 
‘Stanmore Hawks 
‘Hurstville Clty Min 
‘Hurstville ZSC- 
Ryde City 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 18 

FIRST GRADE: Mt Pritchard 3 (J Paraira 35m M 
Maco 48m L Tomich 87m) Belmore Hercules 1 (Own 
pal 44m), Liverpool Bossy 1 (N Bosevski 64m) 
Failed Cy Lions 1 (+ Hatipagl 47m), Western Rage 
3 (G Wakim 15m pen K Holbrook 36m L Barbi 63m) 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, Nepean Association 1 (S 
Mon 20m) Gamden Tigers 0, Schotields Scorpions vs 
‘White City postponed, The Wanderers 3 (K Codmani 
22m Own Goal 24m S Aziz 68m) Bathurst 75 1 (A 
Gaeta 37), Wollongong Urited 1 (S Najdoski 92m) 
Hills United 1 (M Ghowiel 12m) 

GRADE 20: Mt Pitchard 1 Belmore Hercules 0, 
Uverpcoi Bossy 2 Faeld City Lions 2, Westem Rage 
(0 Mt Drutt Town Rargers 2, Nepean Association 2 
Camden’ Tigers 1, Schofilds Scorpions White 
Postponed, The Wanderers 3 Bathutst 75 1, 
Wollongong United 1 His United 1. 


STATE LEAGUE DIvISigMOne 
FIRST Gi 


Stields Scomlons 17 3 
Camden Tigers 18 2 


D 
4 
4 
“3: 
2 
5 
4 
1 
1 
3 
4 
5 
5 
5 
MtDrutt Town Ran 181 4 
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back handing the First Grade Best and 
Fairest Award to Richard Plesa. The 
much improved Peter Apolevski won the 
Zipevski Trophy for the club Player of the 
Year while the First Grade Most 
Improved award went to Joe Moric. 

Another star on the rise is goalkeeper 
Joshua Barrett, currently on loan to 
Mlawarra Premier League club Cringila, 
who secured the Grade 20 Player of the 
Year Award with Daniel Wilson named 
the Most Improved. 

Club General Manager Mendo 
Cklamovski is off on a well earned vaca- 
tion this week, taking in the sites of 
Macedonia, Italy and Germany. 


Sun shines on 


Petkovic household 

Speaking of the Suns, First. Grade 
coach Ivan Petkovic’s house is definitely 
the place to be to watch the Euro 2004 
Final. Ivan’s lovely wife was the winner 
of the Retravision raffle at the Gold 
Medal Dinner taking home a larger than 
life flat screen television and a DVD 
player that would make any soccer fan 
salivate. FTS looks forward to seeing you 
all there bright and early! 


Leagues apart 
‘Anybody who read the Sun Herald on 
‘Sunday may have seen the article on page 
123 entitled “Young ageing with 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISON ONE 
GRADE 20 
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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 14; 

FIRST GRADE: Greystanes SC 0 Aubum Stars 0, 
Southem Star Sharks 1 (J Deesey 30m) Hakoah 3 (E. 
immer 85/85m A Joseph 72m), UNSW 2 (Own goal 
‘50mJ Byme 61m) Springwood SC 2 (J Chapman 2am 
© Johnson 60m), Greenisland SC 1 (D Huseyin 6m) 
Inier Lions 1 (L Wright 447), Prospect United 0 
Haveesbury City 0 

GRADE 21: Greystanes SC 5 Aubum Stars 0, 
Southem Stat Sherks 9 Fakoah 1, UNSW 4 
‘Springwood SC 3, Greenisland SC 1 inter Lions 3, 
Prospect United 0 Hawkesbury Cty 4, 

GRADE 19: Greystanss SC 5 Aubum Stars 1, 
Southern Star Sharks 1 Hakoah 9, UNSW 0 
Sprit ‘SC 1, Gresnistand SC 3 inter Lions 2; 
Prospect United 1 Hawkesbury City 2 


‘SOCCER 
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Dragons.” 

The article describes how St George- 
Illawarra player Dean Young “could have 
been making a career in soccer, had it not 
been for the influence of his father — 
league legend Craig.” 

Ttis not a common known fact but the 
‘Young’s actually come from a pedigree 
soccer background; Craig's father Bobby 
was the Socceroos first choice right sided 
midfielder on their 1950 tour to South 
Africa. A regular NSW and South Coast 
representative player in the 1950's, 
Bobby is still a rabid regular fan follow- 
ing the Wolves from his home in 
Woonona. 


Mother country 

Ryde City midfielder Callum Brown 
left last week for the United Kingdom 
after suffering a tom cruciate ligament a 
few weeks back for the Gunners, 

The som of former Bonnyrigg coach 
Gordon Brown, Callum has had a knee 
reconstruction. and is expected to miss six 
months of football back in the ‘old dart.” 


Urukalo at 
Bonnyrigg 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles have con- 
firmed that Mike Urukalo will be the man 
to lead them in next seasons revamped 
Premier League. 


‘STATE LEAQUE DIVISON TWO 


reystanes 3 
‘Blacktown Districts 
Hawkesbury City 
Souther Star 


respect United 
‘UNSW 
Greerisiand SC 
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‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
GRADE 19 
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THUMBS UP - Another excellent 
Premier League Gold Medal dinner on 
Friday night saw Belconnen retum 
home with the two major individual 
awards, coach of the year Chris 
Taney and Gold Medal Player of the 
‘Year Tlija Prenzoski. 

Tt was a fitting reward to the team 
that was the most consistent all year. 


THUMBS DOWN - The Sydney 
Moming Herald’s attendance at the 
Gold Medal Awards caused a bit of a 
stir. 

After the official proceedings con- 
cluded, the SMH journalist made a 
quick dash for the balcony, clutching a 
white cloth napkin. He spent the rest of 
the evening steadfastly refusing to 
return to the ballroom. 

He was forced to explain, much to 
the amusement of the assembled 
media, that he was “experiencing 
technical difficulties” with his pants. 

Needless to say, speculation was 
Tife, 


ALL THUMBS — To the person 
who tried to walk through the plate 
glass window at Le Montage early on 
Friday night. FTS has been hobbling 
about the place on the weekend sport- 
ing a sore knee, not to mention’ the 
bruised ego! 


ee 


‘STATE LEAQUE DIVISION THREE: 
ROUND 14: 


FIRST GRADE: New Sporting SCC 2 Sydney 
Cedars SC 9, Earlwood Wanderers vs Trasandinos 
‘Abandoned, Gazy Lansvale 1 Balmain SC 1, 
Giadesvile United 6 Lithaow Workman 0, Colo Colo 4 
East Coast Magi 6. 

RESERVE GRADE: Naw Sporting SCC 0 Sycnay 
Cedars SC 2, Kelyvile Kotts 2 Roosters FC 0, 
Eastwood Wanderers 1 Trasandinos 1, Gazy Lansvale 
1 Balmain SC 3, Glassevile United @ Lithgow 
Workman 3, Colo Cob @ East Coast Magic 1. 

RESCHEDULED GAMES: ROUND 7: 

FIRST GRADE: Gazy Lansvale 2 Colo Coo 1, 

RESERVE GRADE; Gazy Lansvale 0 Colo Colo 2. 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE 
FIRST GRADE 


Pp WO 
Balmain SC 14 104 
EastCoast Magic 13. 10 1 


SporingSCC 14 1 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISON THREE 
RESERVE GRADE 


p 
Balmain SC 4 

4 

4 

“4 
Sydney Gedars SC 14 
Gladasville United Y4 
East Coast Magic 19. 
wood Wanderers 1 
RoostersFC 14 
Lithgow Workmen 14 
Sporing SCC 14 


Gazy Lansvale 11116 


For all your Soccer accessories including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 


contact Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 2 
DULWICH HILL 4 


By Lawrence Conway 


A two goal salvo from young Matthew 
Ferreira propelled Dulwich Hill to an 
impressive 4-2 away win over Sydney 
University on Sunday. 

However it was Sydney University 
who found themselves in the lead after 
only six minutes when Josh Sama broke 
Dulwich Hill’s offside trap and scored. 

University held that lead for 20 min- 
utes, but never got back in front after 
Ferreira ran onto a through ball, beat a 
defender and slotted home to equalise in 
the 27th minute. 


for the first time just before half time 
when Jimmy Nikas struck to make the 
score 2-1, 

Sydney University coach Stuart Porter 
said he made two substitutions at half 
time because he thought the opposition 
had been the better team in the first 45 
minutes, 

That decision paid "dividends with 
‘Sydney getting back into the gamé on 65 
minutes when captain Rob Smithies 
stepped up to convert a penalty. andtiethe 
game at 2-2. 

But the action was far from over and in 
the 69th minute Dulwich Hill fullback 
Chris Velovski's crisp finish’ made the 
score 3-2, 

‘The final say went to Ferreira who got 


80th mimite before applying 2 calm fn. 
ish. 

Dulwich Hill coach Jimmy Patikas said 
he was pleased with his team’s attacking 
performance, especially against a tough 
Sydney University side that has already 
kept seven clean sheets, 

“Sydney University are a good side 
who never give up, but we put in an 
excellent performance today,” Patikas 
said. 

“All the players did well, especially 
young Matty with two goals. It was hard 


Dulwich Hill managed to get in front ~ 


to single anybody out; when you win like 
this it’s because everyone has done well.” 

Dulwich Hill created plenty of chances 
during the game, including three one-on- 
one goal scoring chances after half time 
before Sydney University equalised, 

Goalkeeper James Meyer made plenty 
of good saves and was hailed by Porter as 
his best player on the day, despite con- 
ceding four goals. 

“We are going to have to go back to the 
drawing board after this game, but the 
League is still very tight and we were 
only four points off fifth place,” Porter 
said. 

“I am Jooking for a big performance 
against the Northern Tigers next week. 

“Our target is to get back on track and 
consolidate our position in the top half of 
the table,” 


SUTHERLAND i 
HURSTVILLE CITY 
MINOTAURS 1 


By Greg Stock 


Sutherland blew their chance to move 
into sixth spot held to a 1-1 draw by the 
Minotaurs on a miserable Saturday night 
at Seymour Shaw Park. 

‘With only but the hardest of hardcore 
fans braving the astic conditions the 
Sharks were all over the Minotaurs like 
the proverbial rash but their Achilles heal 


.. again came back to haunt them—a lack of 
on the end of another through ball in the © 


finishing from their strikers. 

‘The hardworking Adam Mamolitti got 
the home side off on the right foot with a 
welltaken goal in the 12th minute after he 
met a Dean Heffernan cross at the back 
post, but a couple of defensive errors 
allowed ~ Minotaurs striker George 
Lagoudakis to burst through and success- 
ful beat Adam Kurtz with a strike at the 
other end just five minutes later. 

‘The rest of the match was something of 
a Benny Hill style performance from the 
Sutherland forwards as they showed any 
number of ways to blow chances, 


With Minotaurs goalkeeper Stacy 
Alogdellis in brilliant form, Anthony 
Sarmonikas, Matt Hilton and Chris Hunt 
each slaughtered excellent chances with 
coach Vic Ellul left to rue what might 
have been for a side that is chock full of 
talent but unable to translate that into 
goals. 

“No matter what we do we just can’t 
seem to put the ball in the back of the 
net,” Ellul said, 

“We play well and create the opportu- 
nities but our forwards just keep missing. 
It’s something we just can’t put our finger 
on.” 

Ellul named Mamolitti as the Sharks 
best while Alogdellis and the much 
improved Wasim Hijazi were the most 
notable for the Minotaurs, 


RYDE CITY 0 
MACARTHUR RAMS 2 


By Greg Stock 


Ryde City have firmed as the 
favourites for this year’s wooden spoon, 
defeated 2-0 by a fast and physical 
Macarthur Rams at Magdala Oval. 

Despite defending with great gusto for 
the majority of the match, the Gunners 
allowed a couple of defensive lapses 
which was enough for striker Andrew 
Borg to post a well taken brace that sunk 
the home sides chances. 

Borg got on the scoresheet early when 
he put away a 4th minute cross after Ryde 
failed to adequately clear a comer. 

He was a handful as he made a 7th 
minute run on the left, received a fine 
early ball from Richard Harrison and 
forced a save from Tony Petrovski. The 
big keeper flung himself at the ball and 
pushed the shot up and over the crossbar. 

It wasn't all Rams however as Damian 
Pisano got in a point blank shot in the 
12th minute which Paul Zabaks in the 
Rams goal parried. 5 

Two minutes later Paul Withér 
received a cross from the left but his shot 
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Dulwich king of the hill 


was blocked by a back-tracking Steve 
Baveas. 


Paul Nero forced a save from Zabaks 


in the 16th minute but for the rest of the 
half it was mostly midfield play, other 
than in the 35th minute when Petrovski 
came out diving to the feet of Borg to 
smother a chance, 

‘That the Gunners Were reduced to ten 
men after Daniel Nero made one too 
many rash challenges and a ted card had 
backed up his second yellow 53 minutes 
in made it into a game where Ryde had to 
expose themselves to find an equaliser. 

Tn the 65th minute Macarthur got to the 
ball wide on the left and the shot was par- 
tied by Petrovski, but again only to be fed 
back to Borg, lurking near the right post, 
and he knocked the ball into the net. 

Tthad been a game where Zabaks was 
probably handling the ball as much as 
Petrovski but the Rams keeper’ was rarely 
pat under pressure. 

In the 77th minute Christian Cevinini 
made a run‘on the left and shot but 
Petroyski pushed it” around the left 
upright. 

Despite being a man down the Gunners 
had some chances - Jamie Jackson had a 
long run into the goal ‘area at the 84th 
minute mark but spoiled it with a weak 
shot - and Craig Young swung a cross in 
from the left along the ground to Oliver 
Skedling but his firm shot was handled 
well by Zabaks just before time, 


NORTHERN TIGERS 4 
FRASER PARK 3 


Pe Ser see 


If Fraser Park were a racehorse they 
would be well on their way to the glue 
factory. 

Another ugly performance from the 
preseason title favourites saw them sink 
without a trace against a rapidly improv- 
ing Northern Tigers side that has thrown 
its bat into the ring for a top five berth. 

Without the suspended Michael 


first time all season and on form, you’d 


Mouyis and Anthony Oppedisano, the 
Tigers were 2-0 up after 35 minutes and 
thoroughly deserved the lead via an 
Adam Foti double. 

‘Teenager Jordan Simpson put the per- 
fect pass to Adam Foti who easily beat 
Fraser Park’s new signing Clint Bolton 
for goal number one while some good 
lead up work from Nic Femia allowed 
‘Simpson to knock in’a short cross to an 
unmarked Foti at the back post for num- 
Der two. 

Fraser Park responded almost immedi- 
ately with a goal from a set play when 
Tanju Balabanel beat the outstretched 
hand of Andrew Crews with a deft touch. 

Eight minutes into the second half 
scores were level when Tony Faria was 
allowed too much space down the left 
hand side and he found Manny 
Papageorgiou lurking at the back post 
with a pin point cross. 

The young Tigers increased their score 
line through Jordan Simpson in the 55th 
minute in a bizarre incident as the Fraser 
Park. defenders ‘stopped when they 
thought Simpson was offside in chasing a 
through ball. 

The assistant referee kept his flag 
down and Simpson made the most of his 
one-on-one’ opportunity with Bolton 
breaking the game wide open. 

The Tigers held on until the’ 90th 
minute when, in his farewell match, 
Tomasz Mikulski secured the win with a 
20 metre shot into the right corner. 

Fraser Park scored again deep in injury 
time when substitute Andrew Mailer 
scored Fraser's third goal but sadly for 
the Dragons it was too little, too late, 

‘The win sees the Tigers remain unde- 
feated in the last five games while Fraser 
have crashed out of the top five for the 


have to suggest they are anything but 
favourites to emulate last seasons heroics, 
Tigers coach Fred Mesiti announced 
post match that A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt mid- 
fielder Andrew Clark will be joining the 
club for the remainder of the season. 
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The 2003/04 Gold Medal 
Dinner at the Le 
Montage Ballroom in 
Leichhardt, Clockwise 
from left: 

Soccer NSW's Lindel 
Whiton, Adam Mark, 
Linda Christie and Amy 
Cantrill; Bankstown 
player Anthony Doumanis 
and friend; from left, 
Soccer NSW President 
Tom Doumanis and part- 
ner Christine, Bobby 
Clark and Sue; 
Belconnen Captain Tony 
Giannesca and Soccer 
NSW Director Jim Ronis; 
ABSW journalist Greg 
Stock and photographer 
Carlos Furtado; 
Bankstown with the 
Champions trophy; 
2003/4 Premiers 

| Belconnen 


With 2004 Winter Season contact 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special ” 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 


/ Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
ee Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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nanan takes UNSW to town 


Aimee Brown 


NSW hopes of playing in the 

finals series of the Arrive alive 

NSW Womens Super League 
suffered a setback when they went 
down 3-0 to the Bathurst City Panthers 
at David Phillips field on Sunday after- 
noon. 

The first half of the game was played 
mostly in the midfield, with some occa- 
sional breakaway chances. 

UNSW captain Sandra Stavrou created 
avery good opportunity early in the game 
when she took the ball wide on the right- 
hand side and ended up one-on-one with 
Bathurst's keeper, Renee Aberley. 

But rather than taking the shot herself, 
Stavrou attempted a cross, which was 
intercepted by Bathurst's defence. 

Shortly after this effort, Bathurst's 
Belinda Muldoon had a shot at goal, from 
25 yards out, but was denied by Uni’s 
keeper Ruth Jago with a magnificent div- 
‘ing save. 

After half time the scores were still 
locked at nil all and it looked like the 
match was destined to end in a draw, but 
with 20 minutes remaining, Bathurst sud- 
denly picked up the pace and turned the 
game around, 

Lisa McClymont scored the visitors 
first goal in the 70th minute, lobbing in 
‘over the heads of players in a crowded 
goal box and out of reach of the keeper. 

This was followed eight minutes later 
with a goal ftom Melissa Wilder, who 
picked up the rebound from an earlier save 
by Jago, tapping in from close range to the 
top left of the goal. 

Lauren Armstrong scored Bathurst's 
third goal in the 81st minute, who finished 
neatly after an initial attempt from 
Lyndsay Globe went just wide of the goal. 

Just before the final whistle, Uni’s Alex. 
Smith attempted a header at the goal, but 
was denied by Aberley in the Bathurst 
goal, 


By Aimee Brown 


t George had a significant 2-0 win 

in Round 13 of the Arrive alive 

NSW Womens State League over 
previous competition leaders, Sydney 
University at St George Stadium. 

It was an important win, because the 
last time St George defeated Uni was at 
the grand final clash two years ago. For 
Uni, this defeat was enough to knock them 
down to second place on the table. 

St George’s midfield played a very 
strong game and midfielder Dany Pringle 
scored their first goal in the 21st minute 
with a volley from 15 metres out follow- 
ing a. comer. 

Uni created some breakaways but 
couldn't find the back of the net. Annalese 
Baker scored the second goal for St 
George in the 43rd minute, making the 
most of a momentary clear passage to the 
goal, slotting home with her left foot. 

‘The score remained locked at 2-0 for 
the entire second half, although some 
opportunities were created by both sides. 

Central Coast United played the 
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UNSW coach Des Marton was disap- 
pointed with the loss, but gave all credit to 
the Bathurst team. 

“We started out well in the first 15 min- 
utes of the game, but after that it started to 
turn around,” he said. 

“We didn’t match them in fitness, but 
that is something we will keep working 
on.” 

Bathurst’s coach Glen Stedeman was 
elated with the result, and thought his team 
played an excellent game. 

“It was our best performance ever in 
terms of finishing, and we got what we 
wanted in the end.” 

‘The result means that UNSW will need 
to take 4 more points than the Wollongong 
‘Wolves over the remaining five games to 
ensure a finals berth, A tough ask consid- 
ering they will face all top four teams in 
that period. 

Speaking of Wollongong, the 
Macarthur Rams had a significant 4-0 vie- 
tory over the Wolves, widening the gap 
between the fourth and fifth placed team 
toa comfortable margin. 

Wollongong had more possession in the 
first half of the game, but the Rams’ strong 
defence meant that the score remained nil 
all at half time. 

‘Things tured around after half time, 
and the Rams began to take control of the 


game. 

Leena Khamis scored their first goal in 
the 52nd minute, after tuming a defender 
and neatly placing the ball inside the right 
hand post, 

Khamis quickly followed up this goal 
with another in the 58th minute, heading 
in a cross from Michelle Carney. 

‘Taryn Rockall scored the Rams third in 
the 70th minute from a free kick. The 
Wolves managed to prevent the Rams 
from scoring for a further 20 minutes, but 
in the 90th minute, Louise Abela went 
‘cne-on-one with the keeper and toed it in, 
but collided with the keeper and had to be 
stretchered off with a knee injury. 


Gladesville Ravens at Mingara Recreation 
Centre and walked away with a 3-1 
victory, 

Gladesville played a very strong game, 
but were overpowered by Central Coast. 
Angie Bums scored the first goal for Coast 
in the 17th minute after turning a defender 
and neatly placing the ball into the goal. 

After creating a number of close oppor- 
tunities, Gladesville put one away in the 
45th minute, 

Margie Corderoy scored after turning a 
defender and taking a good strike at goal. 

Central Coast scored their third goal in 
the 54th minute via a long range Virginia 
Dashwood shot from outside the 18-yard 
box which sealed the win. 

Southern Branch had a close 1-0 win 
over Granville Rage at Garside Park this 
weekend. 

The dusty ground and cold wind made 
it hard for both sides, and both teams were 
forced to double up players from the 
Grade 21 side due to injuries. 

Despite these challenges both teams 
played a strong game. Opportunities were 
created by both sides, but the score 


The North West Sydney Koalas had a 
sizeable 5-0 win over the Manly 
‘Warringah Dolphins at Morrison Bay. 

‘The Koalas dominated from the first 
whistle, with Sarah Burgess putting their 
first goal away in the 6th minute. 

Manly’s keeper Niki Pichon was forced 
to work hard for the whole game, and 
made numerous impressive saves. 

Jenny Barbera scored for the Koalas in 
the 34th minute, taking them into half time 
with a two goal lead. 

‘Manly fought hard for the ball and cre- 
ated a few opportunities for themselves, 
but couldn't penetrate the Koalas’ 
defence. 

Striker Joey Burgess scored for the 
Koalas in the Sst minute, increasing the 
lead to three. 

In the final 20 minutes of the game, 
Manly gathered their strength and put 
pressure on the Koalas, but again could 
not over power them. 

Joey Burgess scored again in the 80th 
minute, which was followed up by anoth- 
er goal by Jenny Barbera, bringing the 
final score to 5-0. 

Sutherland travelled out to Marconi this 
weekend but suffered a 3-1 loss to the 
Marconi Stallions. 

Tt was a well fought game by both sides 
and by half time the scoreline had not 
changed from the opening whistle. 

‘After the break, Marconi’s Kristy 
Rohrer scored a quick goal from 15 metres 
out that sailed over the keeper into the net. 
Sutherland responded with a goal of their 
own after Mel Miles faced the Marconi 
keeper one on one. 

However, a lapse in Sutherland’s con- 
centration allowed Marconi to quickly put 
two goals away. Alicia Cavanagh chipped 
the keeper with a one-touch shot in the 
61st minute, and Amanda Poulton fol- 
lowed this up with a goal in the 66th 
minute, 

Both teams continued to work hard, and 
there were a number of very good chances 


remained at nil all until just before balf 
time. 

Southern Branch’s Katie French 
crossed the ball to Ashley Hudson, who hit 
it straight into the back of the net, leaving 
the Rage keeper stranded. 

Granville had some breakaway 
chances, but the strong Southern Branch 
defence prevented them from scoring. 

Hawkesbury City travelled to Francis 
Park to play Blacktown Districts in the 
local derby, and the teams walked away 
with.a point a piece following a thrilling 
1-1 draw. 

Tt was a well balanced game played 
mostly in the midfield. Both teams created 
‘opportunities in the first half, but neither 
managed to score. 

Blacktown scored the first goal of the 
game in the 63rd minute after a comer, 
courtesy of Jodie Laws. 

Hawkesbury’s Megan Bertenshaw 
responded to this with a goal of her own 
created from similar circumstances. 

She yolleyed the ball into the net from. 
the left side after a comer in the 70th 
‘minute.ties. 


JUNE 29, 2004 


created by both teams in the later part of 
the game, but none were converted. This 
win for Marconi reinforced their position 
at the top of the table, 

NSW Academy had the Nepean 
Association to play at Valentine Sports 
Park, and finished up with an impressive 
7-3 win. 

The Academy were without Kylie 
Ledbrook, Sally Shipard and Leah 
Blayney who are on national team duties 
and a raft of other players who were suf- 
fering injuries, but despite this they man- 
aged to take home the victory. 

‘Nepean started out strong, and created 
an upset carly when Natalie Camilleri 
scored the first goal of the game in the 
15th minute, giving the visitors an unex- 
pected early lead. 

They held on to this until the 28th 
minute, when Academy began to take con- 
trol. 

Birthday girl, Danielle Brogan scored 


the Academy's first goal, which was fol- 
lowed two minutes later with another 
courtesy of Julia Bazi. 

Bazi put in her second goal in the 40th 
minute, bringing the score to 3-1 at the 
half time break. t 

Nepean continued to fight and brought 
the score back to within one when Lauren 
Bruce scored in the 53rd minute, 

‘Academy's Bazi completed her hat trick 
with a goal in the 62nd minute, but 
Nepean’s Mel Fuller responded with 
another goal, bringing her team to within 
one goal again. 

However, in the last 20 minutes of the 
game, Academy took the control and 
sealed the victory with some fine finish- 
ing 
Aysha Adalis scoring in the 70th 
minute, which was followed up with a 
goal from Caitlin Cooper in the 8ist 
minute, before Adalis scored again in the 
84th minute to round out a ten goal thriller. 


P WOLF A ODP 
Marconi Stalions 13 120 1 44 9 35 36 
NSWAcademy 13 111 | 50.9 41 34 
NW Sydney Koalas 18 101 2 37 17 20 31 
MacarthurRams 137 2 4 31 247 23 
Wollongong Woes 3 4 3 6 14 19 5 18 
Bathurst City Pan 194 4 8 14 22 @ 13 
‘UNSW 13.3 3 7 14 28 -14 12 
Sutherland Assoc 13.3 9 7 12 29 -17 12 
Manly Warringah 13.3 0 1012 41 29 9 
Nepean Associaton 18.0 2 11 6 38 Jo 2 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS: 
‘SUPER LEAGUE - ROUND 13: 

FIRST GRADE: Wolorgong Wolves 0 Macarthur 
Rams 4 (L Khamis 62/58m T Rockall 70m Abela 
‘20m), North West Sydney Koales 5 (S Burgess 6m J 
Barbara $481m J Burgess 51/60m) Manty Warringah, 
Dolphins 0, Marconi 3 (K Rohrer 48m A Cavanagh 


Arrive ali¥é nsw womens 


ELT ee 


FAL 


‘30/40/62m A Adails TO/B4m C Cooper 81m) Nepean 
“Association 3 (N Canter 15m L Bruce 53m M Fuller 
‘4mm, UNSW 0 Bathurst Cty Panthers 3 (L Armstrong 
Bim McClymont 70m M Wier 78m). 

GRADE 21: Wollongong Wolves 0 Macarthur 
Rams 0, North West Sytney Koalas 3 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2, Marconi 0 Sutherland 
‘Association 3, NSW Academy 5 Nepean Association 
0, UNSW 1 Bathurst City Panthers 0, 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMEN’S 
‘SUPER LEAGUE GRADE 21 
P WOLF A DPt 
NSW Academy 13 120 1 «547 47 98 
Marconi Stallions 13 101 2 40 12 2831 
Sutherland Assoc 13.9 0 4 34 13 2127 
NWSydneyKoalas' 13.8 1 4 23 19 4 25 
Manly Warngah 13 6 0 7 28 16 1218 
Wollongong Wolves 135 3 5 13 18 5 18 
Nepean Aswciation 13 5 0 8 18 46-2615, 
UNSW 13.3 0 108 38 -409 
236 32 
117 30 


iotweerCucwmen teams 811 nt Be 
Saints take Uni down a notch 


Hawkesbury narrowly missed out on a 
win when a shot narrowly missed the goal, 
in the dying minutes of the game. 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMEN’S 
STATE LEAGUE FIRST GRADE 


P WOLF ADP 


Central GoasttUtd 11 100 1 29 14 15 30 
Syiney University 12.9 1 2 48 9 30 28 
StGeorgs Assoc 12 8 2 2 35 16 19 2 
Southern Branch 127 2 3 41 18 26 2 
Gladesvile Ravens 12 6 0 6 25 24 1 18 
Blucitown Districts 113 1 7 14 26 -1210 
Grnvile Rage 113 0 8 16 29 -139 
Hewkesbury Cty 121 2.97 4 275 
Reselands Raptors 111 0 105 53 483 
ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS: 


STATE LEAGUE - ROUND 13: 

FIRST GRADE: Blacltown Disticts 1 (J Laws 
63m) Hawkesbury City 1 (M Bertenshaw 70n), St 
George Association 2 (0 Pringle 21m A Baker 43m) 
Sydney University 0, Central Coast FC 3 (A Buns 
‘7m V Dashwood 37/54m) Gladgesvilo Ravens 1 (M 
Cordray 45m), Granvila Rage 0 Southem Branch 1 
(A Hudson). 
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STATE > 
LEAGLE 


But a draw a fair result for these cross- 
town rivals. 


GRADE 21: Blacktown istics 6 Hawkesbury Cty 
0, St George Association 2 Sychey Universtiy 0, 
Central Coast FC 9 Gladesvile Ravens 2, Granvile 
Fage 1 Southern Branch 1 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMEN’S: 
STATE LEAGUE 
GRADE 21 


Pwo 

StGeorge Assoc 12 9 
Sydney University 12 8 
Blacktown Disticis 11 & 
Central Coast Ud 11 6 
Roselands Raptors 11 6 
4 

2 

2 

2 


Gladesvile Ravens 12 
Granvile Rage tf 
Southem Branch 12, 
Hawkesbury Cty 12 
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Lucas N 
unveiled at 


By Costa Niente 


he most decorated soceer player 

ever to come out of Sydney’s 

T Northern Beaches said today he 

was “hombled” by the naming of new 
$750,000 grandstand in his honour. 

The official opening of the stylish 
Lucas Neill Stand now makes Cromer 
Park at Dee Why one of the finest soccer 
facilities in Sydney. 

‘The stand offers undercover seating 
for 800 fans, and is the showpiece of a 
$1.5 million redevelopment at Cromer. 

“{’'ma Manly boy through and through 
and always will be,” Neill said. 

“P’ve got to say I'm totally humbled by 
this honour, that the hard work of so 
many people would carry my name.” 

The Lucas Neill Stand was built with- 
‘out Government assistance; instead, a 
$10 annual levy on all player registra- 
tions in the Manly Warringah Soccer 
Association largely financed the project. 

The other essential ingredient was 
goodwill and hard work from so many 
volunteers and supporters of Northern 
Beaches soccer, 

Lucas Neill cut the ribbon to officially 
‘open the stand at a gala day that show- 
cased the best of local soccer, from 
juniors to Winter Super League frontrun- 


ners the Manly Warringah Dolphins. 

With a second half flourish, the 
Dolphins made sure the new stand was 
full of happy fans by running away toa 4- 
1 victory over MSC Liverpool. 

Laucas Neill made a grand entry to the 
ceremony, riding on the back of a Harley 
Davidson motorbike, bringing a laugh to 
the fans by observing: “Usually they 
name these things after people who are 
dead, I hope it’s not an omen!” 

At 26, Lucas Neill is just nearing bis 
prime in a career that has already 
achieved some significant mile stones. 

Neill grew up in the Manly Warringah 
district, playing club football for 
Wakehurst and St Augustine's, and rep 
football for the Association. 

Since leaving the district, his football 
joumey has taken in the World Youth Cup 
finals, the Sydney Olympics & now the 
English Premier League with Blackbum 
Rovers, 


Clockwise from right: Manly 
Warringah Dolphins and 
Hurstville ZSC play in front of the 
new Lucas Neill Stand at Cromer 
Park; Neill cuts the ribbon; the 
crowd cheers with Neill the 
Official opening of the stand 


eill Stand 
Cromer Park 


With 2004 Winter Season contact 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls, 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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= Lions Roar with the 2004 = 
= — Premier League title 


